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Introduction
Planning for the Future

About the Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan
Waterford Township developed this Parks & Recreation Plan to serve as a guideline to improve
recreation facilities and develop new recreational opportunities. To that end, this document forms the
basis to guide policy for implementation of improvements and new initiatives that will meet the
recreational goals and interests of the Waterford Township community. The Plan was guided by the
Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Board.
Before any parks and recreation plan is adopted and enacted,
it is first important to understand what the needs of the
residents are, what recreational opportunities already exist,
and what sort of projects are relevant for residents based on
age, ability, population, density, and the availability of
recreational opportunities in neighboring communities. This
plan has carefully considered input and suggestions via active
communication from township residents, township officials,
and other community stakeholders. This input is a critical component to this plan, and, together, the
voices of Waterford Township have united to develop a parks and recreation plan to enhance the quality
of life for everyone.
The foundation for the development of the Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan was based on
the following goals:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Involve the community in the process to develop a five-year parks and recreation plan,
Identify and map existing Waterford Township recreational facilities,
Build common ground among Waterford Township stakeholders in addressing the future
recreational needs and priorities of the township,
Enable Waterford Township to be eligible for financial assistance and grants based upon the fiveyear parks and recreation plan,
Facilitate collaboration in establishing recreation goals, objectives, and actions, and
Continue to support and implement improvements for barrier-free, Universal Access to township
parks.

Broadly speaking, Waterford Township officials intend to use this plan to continue to guide their work
on all future recreational and parks projects within the township. It is also a strategic document that
articulates specific goals to various agencies and organizations that fund local recreational and parks
improvement projects. Specifically, this plan is developed in accordance with the Guidelines for the
Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans published by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). A five-year, MDNR-approved parks and recreation
plan is necessary for Waterford Township to pursue MDNR-administered grants. This parks and
recreation plan is written for a single community, Waterford Township, and covers all aspects of
recreation within the township.
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Community Description
About Waterford Township

Location
Waterford Township is centrally located in Oakland County, which is in southeast Michigan in the
metropolitan Detroit region, see Figure 1. The City of Pontiac is to the east along the Township’s border,
Clarkston is two miles to the north, and downtown Detroit is located 25 miles to the southeast. The
township occupies about 35 square miles and is irregularly shaped from a standard six-mile by six-mile
Michigan township due to the presence of over 34 lakes and the City of Pontiac.
State roadways that carry traffic across Waterford Township are M-59 and US-24. Other major
roadways nearby Waterford Township are shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1 – Location map of Waterford Township.

Brief History
Waterford, organized as a Township in 1835, is nicknamed the “Lakeland Paradise”. In 1961, Waterford
Township became a charter township. It has grown from a wilderness settlement of two families in
1819 to an urban community today of over 70,000 persons.
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Demographics
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, Waterford Township has a population of 71,707 persons. This is a
decline of 1,443 from the 2000 population of 73,150, which is a ten-year decline of 2%. The 2016 5-year
estimate of the population was 72,863, indicating that the Waterford Township population is increasing.
The latest 2018 data from the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) indicates that the
population has grown to 73,877.
As of the 2010 Census, there were 29,612 households in the township. The racial makeup of the
Township was 91.4% White, 5.7% Black, and 2.1% Asian with the remainder some other race. Other
major census data and comparisons are provided in Figure 2.
Figure 2
Demographic Overview and Local Comparisons
Waterford

Independence

Springfield

Oakland

Township

Township

Township

County

2010 Population

71,707

34,681

13,948

1,202,362

9,883,640

2000 Population

73,150

32,581

13,338

1,194,156

9,938,444

-2%

6.4%

4.6%

0.7%

-0.6%

12.5%

11.5%

0%

13.2%

13.8%

23.0%

26.4%

26.0%

23.5%

23.7%

Median Age (2010)

39.1

40.6

42.0

40.2

38.9

% Bachelor's degree or

26%

38%

35%

42%

25%

$55,573

$71,191

$77,383

$66,390

$48,432

$66,386

$83,794

$90,558

$84,783

$60,341

2.4

2.69

2.77

2.46

2.49

$163,000

$225,600

$234,300

$204,300

$144,200

26.2%

17.9%

9.4%

27.4%

27.9%

% Change in Population
% of Population 65 and older
(2010)
% of Population under 18
(2010)

higher (2010)
Median Household Income
(2010)
Median Family Income (2010)
Average Household Size
(2010)
Median Housing Value (2010)

Michigan

Renter-occupied housing as
a % of total occupied units
(2010)

Analyzing age distribution in a jurisdiction is important because it is worthwhile to understand the makeup of a population by their life stage. Different age groups likely have different recreational needs. Of
the three townships in Figure 2, Waterford Township has the smallest proportion of residents 65 and
older (12.5%), and the smallest proportion of residents younger than 18 (23.0%).
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There are also several economic and social
characteristics to consider in the recreation
planning process. Of the three townships in
Figure 2, Waterford Township has the smallest
median household income and median family
income. A community with smaller median
income rates indicates a population that has less
discretionary spending money for things like
recreation or vacation. Therefore, it is important
that the municipality can provide adequate
recreation opportunities close to home, because
there is a smaller chance that these individuals
will be able to seek out more expensive options
further from home. Waterford Township also has
the smaller of the rental housing occupancy rates
of the three jurisdictions but is on par with the
others. It should be noted that renters living in multi-family housing and apartments do not have access
to a private yard for recreation and outdoor space, and efforts to provide public recreation space that
this population can access is good planning and is common sense.
Based upon the analysis of demographic and social characteristics above, there are three specific
population groups who have distinct needs for recreational facilities and programs. The three
populations to consider are as follows:
Youth – The youth population makes up 23% of the population in Waterford Township. Youth
populations benefit from recreational options such as organized or unorganized athletic activities,
providing them with opportunities for exercise, community engagement, and education.
Additionally, youth benefit from access to outdoor natural spaces and playgrounds.
Senior Citizens – The senior citizen population in Waterford Township represents over 12% of the
population. Seniors have different needs in recreational facilities than other age groups, (for
example, pathways compared to playgrounds). Additionally, those on fixed incomes may need lowcost recreational opportunities.
Residents in multi-family housing and apartments – Residents in high-density housing have a
greater need for open space and recreational facilities compared to those in single-family
households because they often do not have large yards or open areas of their own.
Parks can create a multigenerational link among individuals in these groups, and across all demographic
groups. They provide gathering places, make exercise opportunities available, promote civic
participation, and improve the quality of life in an area.
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Administrative Structure
How Parks and Recreation Works in Waterford Township

Policy-Making Bodies
The Waterford Township Board of Trustees established a Recreation System Ordinance to govern the
operation and maintenance of a park system and recreation services for the citizens of Waterford
Township. The Ordinance established an appointed nine-member Parks & Recreation Board to adopt
rules, regulations, and policies necessary to conduct the affairs and operation of the Township’s
recreation system. All such actions are subject to the approval of the Township Board of Trustees.
The Waterford Township Board of Trustees is the governing body of Waterford Charter Township. The
Board of Trustees is comprised of seven members who are elected by the citizens of Waterford Charter
Township.
The Recreation System Ordinance provides for the
establishment of a Parks and Recreation Department
and the hiring of a Parks and Recreation Official
(Director) and the necessary support staff.
The Department is responsible for implementing
recreational programs in accordance with the policies
adopted by the Parks and Recreation Board and the
Board of Trustees. The Ordinance permits the Parks
and Recreation Board to prepare and submit an
annual budget to the Board of Trustees, which is
generally completed through the efforts of the Parks
and Recreation Department Director and support
staff.
Membership of the nine-member Parks & Recreation Board, as detailed in the Recreation System
Ordinance, is comprised of the following:
•
•
•
•

One member from the Board of Directors of the Golden Age Club,
One member from the Waterford School District,
One member from the Board of Trustees, and
Six members that are Waterford Township residents, appointed by the Board of Trustees.

Members are appointed for three-year terms. In addition, the Director is a non-voting member of the
Parks & Recreation Board. The Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Board meets monthly.
Waterford Township also has an advisory committee for Hess-Hathaway Park. This 15-member
committee assists in the administration of Hess-Hathaway Park in accordance to the provisions of the
Myrtle E. Hess Trust.
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In addition, the township has the Drayton Plains Nature Center Advisory Committee. This 9-member
committee assists in the administration of the Drayton Plains Nature Center.

Funding and Budgets
Funding for parks and recreation in Waterford Township comes primarily from a recent township
millage that approved 0.5 mills annually for ten years. This millage was approved in 2014 and covers
operating costs of the Parks and Recreation Department, including programs, activities, and facilities.
The millage is authorized through 2024. Other sources of revenue include the general fund, pavilion and
building rentals, field rentals, program and event fees, grants, and donations. Budgets for the current
and upcoming year are shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3
Recreation Budgets
Current Year (2018)

Projected (2019)

$1,561,208

$1,700,041

Programming (leagues, special
events, etc)

$200,000

$200,000

Capital Expenditures

$130,000

$130,000

Operation and Maintenance

Management Structure and Staff
The Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Board establishes policies, develops plans, approves grant
applications and land acquisitions, establishes a budget, and recommends fee structures, with final
approval from the Board of Trustees. The Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for operating
and maintaining the parks, making the day-to-day decisions regarding financial expenditures, and
implementing development plans.
The Director and the Parks & Recreation Board oversee all parks and recreation activities and functions
in Waterford Township. Eight full-time employees, 11 part-time employees, and approximately 25 to 30
seasonal employees, work under the direction of the Director. The Parks and Recreation Department is
responsible for maintenance and improvement of the parks and recreation facilities in Waterford
Township.
Volunteers provide crucial support to many programs and activities in the Township. The department
uses more than 400 volunteers throughout the year. They are used for each of the special programs and
events such as the Harvest Happening, Tree Lighting, as well as ongoing activities at the Community
Garden, youth athletics and events for seniors and individuals with special needs.
An organizational chart showing the parks and recreation structure in Waterford Township is provided in
Figure 4.
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Figure 4 – Parks and Recreation Organizational Chart in Waterford Township.

Citizens of Waterford Township

Township Board of Trustees

Parks and Recreation Board

Hess-Hathaway Park
Advisory Committee

Parks and Recreation Director

Recreation Staff

Maintenance Staff

Drayton Plains Nature
Center Advisory
Committee

Recreation Coordinator
Recreation Supervisors

Waterford Recreation Center

Crew Leader

Operations:
PT Senior Activity
Programmers

Office:
PT Clerks

Operations:
PT and Seasonal Staff

Office:

Maintenace Worker

Departmental Aide
Typist Clerk I

PT Custodial at
Recreation Center
Seasonal Staff

Programming
Waterford Township offers a variety of sports and recreational special programs. These include kickball,
adult softball, women’s volleyball, men’s basketball, soccer, day camps, special events, day trips,
extended travel, and a wide array of activities for seniors including bounce volleyball, volleyball,
cornhole, pickleball, shuffleboard, table tennis, yoga, table tennis, walking, and card games.

Relationships with Other Agencies Involved in Recreation
Staff members are involved as necessary in cooperative programs with other recreational agencies
operating in the area to achieve the Township’s recreation goals. From a practical standpoint, the Parks
and Recreation staff participate most actively and frequently with the Waterford School District
regarding the cooperative recreational use of school sites. These facilities are also publicly owned and
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are of great value in fulfilling local neighborhood recreational needs and play field facilities. The
cooperative arrangements between the Township and School District represent an optimum utilization
of public properties through an improved economy in providing services and facilities.
Parks and recreation staff work closely with other local organizations to provide programming and
assistance to those in the community. The Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce works with the parks
and recreation staff to hold a summer concert series and Waterford Youth Assistance partners with the
department to help provide scholarships for recreational and enrichment programs.
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Recreation Inventory
Learning about Waterford Township Parks

Introduction
In order to plan for parks and recreation in the future, one needs to examine the types of facilities that
currently exist in Waterford Township. It is also helpful to compare these existing facilities to standards
as one measure of the adequacy of the parks and recreation facilities in the community. The inventory
was completed by updating the inventory used in the previous plan. The consultant and Waterford
Township staff worked together to complete any updates or revisions. The consultant visited each park
in July of 2018 where a review for accessibility was also completed for each of the parks and its features.
Waterford Township’s 15 parks can be classified into one of the five types described below. These park
types are adapted from the system provided by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and that
of other generally accepted park classification systems. It is based upon size, location, ownership, and
type of activities.

Park Classification
Community Parks serves a broader purpose than neighborhood parks. Their focus is on meeting
community-based recreation needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. They
tend to be at least 30 acres in size and serve two or more neighborhoods within ½ to 3 miles. In
Waterford Township, some of the community parks are smaller than 30 acres and most serve the entire
township.
Special Use Parks cover a broad range of parks and recreation facilities oriented toward single-purpose
use. Their size and service area can vary depending on the specific use.
Natural Resource Areas are lands set aside for preservation of significant natural resources, remnant
landscapes, open space, and visual aesthetics/buffering. Their size and service area can vary.
Large Urban Parks serve a broader purpose than community parks and are used when community and
neighborhood parks are not adequate to serve the overall needs of the community. The focus is on
meeting community-based recreational needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open
spaces. They tend to be more than 50 acres in size and they serve the entire community.
A Park Trail is located within a greenway, park, or natural resource area and its focus is upon
recreational value and harmony with the natural environment.

Accessibility
Creating a park system that is safe, accessible and usable to all individuals within the community,
including those with disabilities, is essential. A grading system has been developed by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to easily identify those parks and facilities which are most
and least handicap accessible and usable, based on the ADA guidelines. The accessibility grading system
uses a five-point system ranging from one, none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines,
to five, the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design.
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An Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance assessment of Waterford Township parks was
conducted during the inventory in July of 2018. The assessment consisted of a visual inspection of each
park in regard to access and circulation in relation to the park facilities. This includes accessible parking,
paths, restrooms, activity areas, amenities and signage.
Figure 5

MDNR Accessibility Grading System for Parks and Recreational Facilities
Accessibility Grade

Definition

1

None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

2

Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

3

Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

4

The entire park meets accessibility guidelines.

5

The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal
design.

Waterford Township Parks
The following narrative describes each of the parks owned and operated by Waterford Township. A
park location map is included at the end of this section.
Civic Center Park – 5200 Civic Center Drive
This Community Park is part of the grounds of the Waterford Township Governmental Complex.
Features – Six soccer fields for U6 to U16 age groups. Warming House that includes a picnic shelter
with tables and fire pit that is adjacent to an indoor meeting space with restrooms that can
accommodate 40. Complex includes pond, benches, and walking paths.
Service Area – Township
Size – Soccer fields cover 12.8 acres, Warming House area is .9 acres
Accessibility Score – 2 (No paved or marked accessible parking. No accessible routes to amenities.)

Civic Center Park
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Clinton River Canoe Site – 5971 Elizabeth Lake Road
This is a small and scenic Special Use Park nestled on the banks of the Clinton River.
Features – Public canoe and kayak landing, benches, 1 picnic shelter, grill, table, and covered
walkway bridge.
Service Area – Township
Size – 8 acres
Accessibility Score – 2 (No paved or marked ADA parking. No accessible paths to benches or
pavilion.)

Clinton River Canoe Site

Clinton River Park South – 5250 Cass Elizabeth Lake Rd
This is an open and undeveloped Natural Resource Area.
Features – NA
Service Area – Local Neighborhood
Size – 34.3 acres
Accessibility Score – NA – No amenities
Clinton River Walk
The River Walk extends north and south of Highland Road along the Clinton River. Initiated in 1999,
the multi-phased project extends south of Highland Road to the Riverside Elementary School. To the
north it currently extends approximately ¼ of a mile to the Waterford Christian Association. Phase 4
will extend it north and east to Crescent Lake Road. A future Phase 5 will extend it to the Drayton
Plains Nature Center. The River Walk is a commonly used location for canoe and kayak launching
and provides a safe, accessible route to cross Highland Road, a very busy five-lane highway.
Features – Paved trail
Service Area – Township
Size – 0.5 miles
Accessibility Score – 4
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Drayton Plains Nature Center – 2125 Denby Drive
This large Natural Resource Area is located on the Clinton River and was the site of a former DNR
fish hatchery. The DNR still uses the ponds to rear walleye for its restocking program. It is the
newest public park in the Township having been acquired in 2006. Prior to this it was owned and
operated as a private non-profit entity. It currently operates under a Conservation Easement
granted to the Six Rivers Land Conservancy.
Features – Interpretive nature center building, meeting room, office, kitchen, nature tours, bird and
tree identification, nature trails, wildlife observation, birding, riparian and prairie habitats, large oak
hickory wood lot, restrooms, 1 picnic shelter, gazebo, grills and tables.
Service Area – Oakland County
Size – 138 acres
Accessibility Score – 2, (No marked or paved parking. No accessible paths to pavilion or other
amenities.)

Drayton Plains Nature Center

Elizabeth Lake Woods Park – Access off Lochaven Road and River Ridge Drive
This is an open and undeveloped Natural Resource Area.
Features – NA
Service Area – Local Neighborhood
Size – 339 acres
Accessibility Score – NA – No amenities
Fish Hatchery Park – 4490 Hatchery Road
This Special Use Park is home to the museum and recreated historic village of the Waterford
Historical Society as well as traditional park amenities.
Features – Renovated historic house, office, museum and the Historic Village Operated by the
Waterford Historical Society, restrooms, boardwalk, fishing, 3 picnic shelters, gazebo, grills, tables,
children's play area.
Service Area – Township
Size – 8.6 acres

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan
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Accessibility Score – 2, (No accessible paths to amenities. Bump down off boardwalk to the path
connecting to the pavilion)

Fish Hatchery Park

Herrington Park – 1216 Lochaven Road
This Community Park is popular for evening ball games under the lights.
Features – Concessions, restrooms, two lighted ball fields, 2 picnic shelters, tables, grill, nature trail.
Service Area – Township
Size – 35.2 acres
Accessibility Score – 2, (No accessible route to ball diamonds. No accessible picnic tables. No paved
or marked ADA parking.)

Herrington Park

Hess-Hathaway Park – 825 S. Williams Lake Road
This Large Urban Park features a wide variety of amenities that draws visitors from the Oakland
County Region. It is host to the Township’s popular summer day camp programs and summer
concerts.
Features – Restored 1860s farmhouse, USDA animal exhibit farm, one softball field, two sand
volleyball courts, three horseshoe courts, 2 picnic shelters, gazebo, grills, tables, gaga ball pit,
playground area, handicap-accessible "All Kids Playground", restrooms, community meeting room,
nature trails for hiking and cross-country skiing/running, group hayrides, farm animal tours.
Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan
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Service Area – Oakland County
Size – 167 acres
Accessibility Score – 3, (No ADA parking at ball diamonds. No accessible picnic tables in Pavilions, no
accessible route to pavilion 2. No accessible route to benches in playscape area.)

Hess-Hathaway Park

Lions Park, 4250 Fenmore
This secluded Special Use park that features a beautiful ball diamond is nestled in the woods off a
quiet street.
Features – 1 picnic shelter, grills, restrooms, one lighted baseball field.
Service Area – Township
Size – 26.5 acres
Accessibility Score – 2, (No paved or marked accessible parking. No accessible route to ball diamond
or pavilion. No ADA picnic tables.)

Lions Park
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Maceday Lake Park, Northern end of Rich Street
This secluded Natural Resource Area provides trail access to and view of Maceday Lake.
Features – Undeveloped four-acre passive parkland and six-acre bird/wildlife sanctuary.
Service Area – Local Neighborhood
Size – 10.8 acres
Accessibility Score – 2, (Wood chip trail is not accessible.)

Maceday Lake Park

Marion Street Park, Northern end of Marion Street
This secluded Natural Resource Area is located at the end of a street in a quiet neighborhood. Its
trails access a pond.
Features – Nature trails, observation decks.
Service Area – Local Neighborhood
Size –17.6 acres
Accessibility Score – 3, (Not all portions of trail are not accessible.)

Marion Street Park

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan

15

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan
Optimist Park, 5320 Elizabeth Lake Road
This Community Park is long and narrow, located among typical residential neighborhoods
Features – 3 softball fields, children's play area, picnic shelter, grill, half basketball court.
Service Area – Township
Size –10 acres
Accessibility Score – 2, (No paved or marked accessible parking. No accessible route to amenities.)

Optimist Park

Rotary Park, 5485 Tubbs Road
This Community Park features active recreation areas and a large open space.
Features – 1 picnic shelter, grill, restrooms, concession stand, two softball fields, play area, and
open fields for soccer, football, and lacrosse.
Service Area – Township
Size –30.5 acres (12.5 acres owned by Township, 18 owned by Oakland County International Airport)
Accessibility Score – 2, (No paved or marked accessible parking. No accessible route to amenities.)

Rotary Park
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Shell Park, 4373 Dixie Highway
This Special Use Park is located behind a commercial district on Dixie Highway and it features three
softball diamonds.
Features – 3 softball fields, picnic shelter, grill, and tables, concession stand, restrooms.
Service Area – Township
Size –13 acres
Accessibility Score – 2, (No paved or marked accessible parking. No accessible route to amenities.)

Shell Park

Waterford Recreation Center, 5640 Williams Lake Road
This is a multi-use indoor/outdoor Special Use facility that meets a variety of recreation and
community needs in Waterford Township.
Features – Indoors: activity center for community recreational programming and enrichment
classes, home to the Golden Age Club, Waterford Youth Assistance, room rentals, gymnasium,
commercial kitchen. Outdoors: baseball/softball field, one picnic shelter, tables, 2 horse shoe pits, 3
bocce courts.
Service Area – Township
Size –8.7 acres
Accessibility Score – 2, (No accessible route to amenities.)

Waterford Recreation Center
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Recreation Grant History
Waterford Township has received 13 DNR grants since 1976. All parks are still open and all amenities are
still functioning and operable. The grant list is provided in Appendix A.

Other Recreation Facilities in Waterford Township
There are many other public and private outdoor recreation facilities in Waterford Township. Some
provide outdoor nature experiences while others focus on specific sports such as golf or tennis.
A large portion of the other outdoor recreation is provided by more than 25 public and private schools.
The elementary schools typically provide playground equipment. Many also provide outdoor sports
fields and courts for tennis, basketball, baseball and softball. The middle and high schools provide more
extensive sports fields. The high schools include running tracks. Indoors, the schools typically provide
gymnasiums and aquatic amenities.
Oakland County owns and operates Waterford Oaks County Park on the east side of the Township. It
features many recreational opportunities of a large regional park including Waterpark, BMX Track, three
miles of hiking trails, universally-accessible Paradise Peninsula Playscape, two platform tennis courts,
sand volleyball courts, a winter family sledding hill, cross-country skiing and outdoor fitness equipment.
It is also the home of the Oakland County Farmers Market.
The State of Michigan owns and operates two state parks and six boat launches in Waterford Township.
The Pontiac Lake Recreation Area is a 3,745-acre park that features a wide variety of outdoor facilities. It
is located in Waterford and White Lake Townships. Dodge #4 State Park is a day use facility that
features a sandy beach and one mile of shoreline of Cass Lake. The six state operated boat launches

The State of Michigan owns and operates
six boat launches In Waterford Township.

provide public boating access to Lake Oakland, Maceday Lake, Loon Lake, Pontiac Lake, Crescent Lake,
and Cass Lake.
Outdoor private recreation facilities include Oakland Yard Athletics, Pontiac Lake Country Club, and
Sportway.
Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan
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Comparison to Standards
A generally accepted standard for quantity of park land is 5 to 10 acres of park land and open space for
every 1,000 residents. The current population of Waterford Township is approximately 72,000 indicating
a range of 360 acres of park land to 720 acres. Waterford Township currently owns 851.9 acres. This
indicates that there is probably sufficient park land acreage in the Township.
It should be noted that there are no typical neighborhood or mini parks in Waterford Township. These
are small parks that are usually scattered across a community that can be easily accessed on foot or by
bicycle. The parks in Waterford Township can generally be seen as primarily accessible by car. However,
the rather scattered development pattern of the township combined with the fact that most of the
neighborhoods in Waterford Township do not have sidewalks, may not make it practical to develop
neighborhood parks. Further, in many cases, local schools may service as neighborhood park facilities.
There are no current standards for specific facilities at parks in terms of quantity and variety. In this
arena it is best to listen to citizens and find out what facilities they are asking for. Parks and recreation
staff are aware of current trends that may drive the need for different facilities. For example, gaga ball
pits are currently very popular along with pickleball courts and disc golf.

Natural Resource Inventory
The most significant nature feature in Waterford Township is the lakes and rivers. The opportunity to
live near one of these water bodies has been the prime catalyst for the Township’s population growth.
According to the 2008 Recreation Plan, there are 34 lakes comprising 3,282 acres in the Township, see
the table on the following page. This is approximately 15% of the overall Township land area. In
addition, the main branch of the Clinton River runs through the approximate center of the Township
from north to south.
Several large wetland areas are also located throughout the Township, particularly in the southwest
quadrant of the Township and adjacent to the Clinton River flood plain. There are also some significant
woodlands scattered across the Township. Map 1 shows the natural features in Waterford Township.
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Figure 6 – Lakes in Waterford Township
Lake
Baldwin Lake

Size in Acres

Depth in Feet

9

10

1,280

123

Clam Lake

21

10

Crescent Lake

90

40

Eagle Lake

19

20

363

72

9

10
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Community Input
The Foundation for the Development of Recreational Goals

Overview
To comply with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ Guidelines for the Development of
Community Park, Recreation Open Space and Greenway Plans, Waterford Township offered two
opportunities for public input. The first public input opportunity was an online survey with 40
questions, which is discussed in this section. The second opportunity was the required 30-day period for
review and comment on the draft plan. A description of the 30-day review and the required public
meeting is given in the Planning Process and Adoption section of this document.

Online Survey
The online survey was made available to the public from July 2, 2018, to August 20, 2018. It was
publicized on the Township’s website (www.waterfordmi.gov/224/Parks-Recreation) and on the
department’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/WaterfordParksandRecreationDepartment). An
email blast was sent to recreation stakeholders and community members. Survey copies were available
at the Waterford Recreation Center during business hours and a press release was sent to The Oakland
Press. Most of the survey responses were driven by activity on Facebook. A total of 732 people took
the survey. A general summary and analysis of the results are given below. Complete survey results are
included in Appendix B.

Figure 7 – Facebook posting encouraging the Township’s 3,000+ followers to take the survey.
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About the Survey Respondents
Respondents could provide their zip code at the end of the survey. The three zip codes that are
primarily located in Waterford Township are 48327, 48328, and 48329, accounted for 89% of the
responses. The remaining 11% came from zip codes associated with Clarkston, West Bloomfield, and
elsewhere. Complete survey results are included in Appendix B.

Parks with the Most Visitors
Question #1 asked, “Which of the following Waterford Township Parks have you visited in the past
year?” Respondents could check all that are applicable.
The top five parks, according to survey respondents, are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Hess-Hathaway Park (73% visited this park in the past year)
Waterford Recreation Center (56%)
Drayton Plains Nature Center (35%)
Fish Hatchery Park (30%)
Civic Center Soccer Fields (25%)

Waterford Recreation Center Improvements
Question #3 asked, “What amenities would you like to see added or improved at the Waterford
Recreation Center?” Respondents could check all that are applicable.
The top five amenities or improvements requested for the Waterford Recreation Center, according to
survey respondents, are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Walking Paths/Trails (48%)
Indoor Fitness Course (41%)
Outdoor Play Equipment (37%)
Outdoor Fitness Court (31%)
Fitness Equipment (28%)

Respondents could also write in additional comments about this facility. Many respondents said that
the facility needed extensive upgrades.

Civic Center Soccer Field Improvements
Question #6 asked, “What amenities would you like to see added or improved at the Civic Center Soccer
Fields?” Respondents could check all that are applicable.
The top five amenities or improvements requested for the Civic Center Soccer Fields, according to
survey respondents, are:
1. Restroom Building (77%)
2. Drinking Fountain (53%)
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3. Concession Stand (39%)
4. Use the fields for other sports (36%)
5. Pavilion (34%)
Respondents could also write in additional comments about this facility. Many respondents said this
facility needed accessibility improvements.

Drayton Plains Nature Center Improvements
Question #12 asked, “What amenities would you like to see added or improved at Drayton Plains Nature
Center?” Respondents could check all that are applicable.
The top five amenities or improvements requested for Drayton Plains Nature Center, according to
survey respondents, are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Restrooms (66%)
Trail Improvements (51%)
Additional Nature Programs (37%)
Bird Watching Stations (36%)
Interactive Exhibits (34%)

Fish Hatchery Park Improvements
Question #16 asked, “What type of amenities or improvements would you like to see at Fish Hatchery
Park?” Respondents could check all that are applicable.
The top four amenities or improvements requested for Fish Hatchery Park, according to survey
respondents, are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Extended Historical Society Hours (49%)
Improved Canoe/Kayak Launch (48%)
Improved Parking (41%)
Improved Fishing Access (40%)

Respondents could also write in additional comments about this facility. Many respondents said that
the facility needed extensive upgrades.
Note that Historic Village hours are determined by the Waterford Historical Society, a separate entity.

Hess-Hathaway Park Improvements
Question #20 asked, “What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Hess-Hathaway
Park?” Respondents could check all that are applicable.
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The top five amenities or improvements requested for Hess-Hathaway Park, according to survey
respondents, are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Splash Pad (56%)
Sledding Hill (54%)
Upgrade Existing Restrooms (52%)
Defined Walking Pathways to Improve Safety (45%)
Ice Skating (39%)

Respondents could also write in additional comments about this facility. Many respondents said that
the facility needed extensive upgrades.

Best Part of Waterford Township’s Parks
Question #37 asked, “What do you like best about Waterford Township's Parks?” This was an openended question and respondents could write in their own answers.
The three best things about Waterford Township’s parks, according to survey respondents, are:
•
•
•

The parks are clean and safe
There are a variety of facilities and programs
The parks provide access to nature

Ways to Improve Waterford Township’s Parks
Question #38 asked, “What one thing would you do to improve Waterford Township's Parks?” This was
an open-ended question and respondents could write in their own answers.
The three things that could be improved at Waterford Township’s parks, according to survey
respondents, are:
•
•
•

A new parks and recreation building
Restroom upgrades
Need more trails

Complete survey results are included in Appendix B.
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Goals and Objectives
A Roadmap for the Future

Introduction
Developing goals and objectives is an important part of the parks and recreation planning process. For
this plan, goals and objectives have been developed to support the mission of the Parks and Recreation
Department. The mission statement for the Parks and Recreation Department is:
The Waterford Township Parks and Recreation Department through its Board of Commissioners,
staff, programs, services and facilities seeks to enhance the quality of life and the environment, to
acquire, conserve, and protect natural resources, and to provide leisure time opportunities for the
benefit of the citizens and families of Waterford Township.

While the mission of the Parks and Recreation Department is, generally speaking, to enhance the quality
of life and provide leisure time opportunities for Township citizens, goals and objectives written for this
plan also account for the demographic characteristics of the Waterford Township community, its
physical and environmental characteristics, and the input of the community.
Goals are the broadest level of planning. They are general statements of what you want to achieve.
Objectives carry out the purpose of the goal. An action program is the most specific planning level, as it
identifies specific projects and programs to be pursued over the next five years. The action program can
include organizational, staffing, programming, public information, and operation and maintenance
actions. Therefore, what follows then, are the goals and objectives formulated by the Waterford
Township Parks and Recreation Department, all based upon the characteristics of the overall
community, citizen feedback, and input from staff and the Parks & Recreation Board.

Goals and Objectives
This section describes the goals and objectives
that will guide the activities of the Parks and
Recreation Department for the next five
years. It provides the foundation and
validation for the goals, objectives, and action
items desired over this timeframe, all of
which are affected by several factors. These
factors include recreation participation
trends, population change, and the availability
of funding to support existing and proposed
recreation facilities and programs. These
constraints are real and could very well
impact the overall implementation of this
action program.
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1. Develop new amenities and improvements at various Township parks that address evolving
recreation needs.
Objectives:
a) Explore partnerships, grants, foundations, and other funding opportunities.
b) Continue to add amenities to Township park facilities based upon community input and
need, when resources are available.
c) Provide a broad range of recreational opportunities to Waterford’s citizens that can be
enjoyed by all, irrespective of age, ability, and income.
d) Ensure public parks are safe.
e) Pursue the development of a new Community Center building.
2. Provide high-quality recreation opportunities for the residents of Waterford Township with special
consideration given to activities improving health and fitness.
Objectives:
a) Provide both passive and active facilities for a
variety of ages and abilities of the population.
b) Continue to work with existing recreation
partners in the community to provide
programs, leagues, and special events.
Explore options for new and expanded
partnerships to provide additional
recreational opportunities.
3. Continue development of non-motorized pathways and other park connections to promote healthy
lifestyles.
Objectives:
a) Encourage the development of pathways, sidewalks, and bike lanes to the Township’s parks.
b) Add walking and multi-use paths within existing parks.
c) Improve path surfaces when appropriate.
4. Maintain and improve public access to the rivers in Waterford Township.
Objectives:
a) Add canoe/kayak launches at strategic
locations.
b) Provide appropriate signage to identify key
wildlife observation locations.
c) Work with community partners and other
organizations to help raise awareness of the
importance of maintaining and enhancing
water resources in the Township.
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5. Retain all existing park and recreation lands for use and enjoyment by the public.
Objectives:
a) Retain existing parkland and acquire new public lands to meet the recreational needs of the
community.
b) Preserve and protect open space and other important natural features in Waterford
Township.
6. Create community awareness of Waterford Township recreational opportunities and promote them
to citizens and visitors.
Objectives:
a) Work with local organizations to provide unique programming opportunities at the
Township’s recreational sites and other venues.
b) Continue digital communication efforts via
Facebook, the Township website, and other
online opportunities to communicate with
the public about the Township’s park facilities
and events.
c) Reach out to the community to further
publicize events. Increase marketing and
promotion of Township parks and
recreational facilities. For example, work with
local media to provide coverage of
improvements, events, and activities at the
parks.
7. Improve/provide barrier free access or universal design standards to all recreation facilities.
Objectives:
a) Improve barrier-free access to existing recreation facilities.
b) Ensure that improvements and upgrades to park facilities are accessible.
c) Where possible, strive to meet universal design standards with new signage, park amenities
and facilities.

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan

29

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan

Action Plan
Transforming Ideas into Reality

Waterford Township’s Action Program
With goals and objectives in place, the Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Board developed a five‐
year action program that will enable them to move toward accomplishing the goals and objectives. The
action program details the direction the Parks & Recreation Board wishes to take over the next five
years in order to maintain and improve the quality and diversity of its park and recreation opportunities.
Potential projects are shown on the following page. Each action item on the project list relates to one or
more of the goals from the Goals and Objectives section of this Plan. These potential capital
improvements that are described on the following pages have been established to not only provide a
framework for decision makers, but to also enable Waterford Township to apply for grant funding for
the proposed projects.
The project list is not a fixed element nor is it exhaustive. The project list reflects the results of the input
received from the Parks & Recreation Board, township staff, and the online survey. Future
circumstances, especially availability of funding, may influence the order in which the projects are
completed.

Relates
to Goal
1.

2.

3.

Waterford Recreation Center
• Add walking paths/trails
• Add more adult programs
• Explore options to host additional
community events at this site
• Expand parking lot
Civic Center Soccer Fields
• Add restrooms
• Add drinking fountain
• Add concession stand
• Explore options on how best to
improve accessibility at this site
Clinton River Canoe Site
• Add restrooms
• Provide opportunities for
canoe/kayak rentals
• Parking lot improvements

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan

Justification

1, 2, 3, 7 Public input comments, other
1, 2
Public input comments, other
1, 2

Public input comments, other

1, 7

Public input comments, other

1, 7
1
1

Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other

7

Public input comments, other

1, 7

Public input comments, other

1, 2, 4, 7 Public input comments, other
1, 7

Public input comments, other
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Relates
to Goal
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Clinton River Park South
• Add park entry signs

Justification

1

Public input comments, other

Drayton Plains Nature Center
• Add restrooms that are available to
trails users
• Trail improvements

1, 7

Public input comments, other

2, 3, 7

Public input comments, other

Elizabeth Lake Woods Park
• Upgrade existing trails
• Expand parking area

2, 3, 7
7

Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other

Fish Hatchery Park
• Improved canoe/kayak launch
• Parking lot improvements

2, 4, 7
1, 7

Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other

Herrington Park
• Restroom improvements
• Add playground equipment
• Improvements to dugouts
• Improvements to ball fields
• Add drinking fountain

2, 7
1, 2, 7
1, 2
1, 2
1

Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other

1, 3

Public input comments, other

Hess-Hathaway Park
• Explore the feasibility of adding a
splash pad
• Explore to feasibility of adding a
sledding hill
• Restroom improvements
• Add restrooms near playground

1, 3

Public input comments, other

1, 2, 7
1, 3, 7

Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other

Lions Park
• Restroom improvements
• Add playground equipment
• Add drinking fountain

1, 7
1, 2, 7
1

Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other

1, 5

Public input comments, other

1, 5

Public input comments, other

Maceday Lake Park
• Maintain park as a natural area
Marion Street Park
• Maintain park as a passive
recreational site

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan

31

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan

Relates
to Goal
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Optimist Park
• Replace existing playground equipment
1, 2, 7
• Improvements to ball fields
1, 2
• Add restrooms
1, 7
• Add drinking fountain
1
Rotary Park
• Add drinking fountain
• Replace existing playground
equipment
• Improvements to ball fields
Shell Park
• Restroom improvements
• Add playground equipment
• Improvements to ball fields
Warming House (on Civic Center Campus)
• Improve outreach and publicity
about the availability of this site for
community use
• Update kitchen to include full-size
refrigerator
Other
• Seek a revised bond for a new
Community Center?

Justification
Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other

1

Public input comments, other

2, 7

Public input comments, other

1, 2

Public input comments, other

1, 7
1, 7
1, 2

Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other
Public input comments, other

1, 6

Public input comments, other

1, 2

Public input comments, other

1

Public input comments, other

Financing Potential Improvements
Funding for parks and recreation improvements can come from a range of local, state, and federal
programs. Grant funding is available for parks and recreation projects. However, applicants need to
target potential funding agencies and programs very carefully so as to meet the specific criteria
required. Appendix C contains a current listing of programs and agencies that can provide funding for
parks and recreation projects.
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The Planning Process and Adoption
A Plan Supported by the Community

Making it Official
In its continuing effort to provide quality recreational opportunities for its citizens, Waterford Township
has developed this Parks & Recreation Plan as a tool to guide the development of community park and
recreational facilities and locations over the next five years. This plan is the latest effort by the local
governmental officials in Waterford Township to establish recreational goals and objectives for the
community. The plan will also provide Waterford Township with eligibility for grants from the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to assist the township in reaching its recreational goals.
Waterford Township contracted with Spicer Group of
Saginaw, Michigan, to assist with completion of the
Parks & Recreation Plan. The consultant worked with
Waterford Township staff and the Parks & Recreation
Board through the course of plan development.
Data was collected about the township including
maps, demographics, park information and an
inventory of existing facilities. This data was collected
from a number of sources such as township staff,
relevant planning documents, field observations, and
various websites.
Community input was collected via an online survey conducted in July and August of 2018. Based upon
existing parks planning information and community input, Waterford Township updated its goals and
objectives for parks and recreation. Then, action plan items were written that would work toward
accomplishing those goals and objectives.
The consultant completed the draft Parks & Recreation Plan document. The plan was made available for
review online and at the Waterford Township Parks office for at least 30 days beginning on December
22, 2018. This reviewing opportunity was advertised in the Oakland Press, on the Waterford Township
website and on the Waterford Township Parks and Recreation Facebook page. The final opportunity for
community input occurred at the advertised public meeting held prior to adoption of the plan. This
meeting was held on January 22, 2019 at the Waterford Recreation Center, 5640 Williams Lake Road,
Waterford. The Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Board passed a resolution recommending
adoption of this plan on January 22, 2019.
On January 28, 2019, the Waterford Township Board of Trustees passed a resolution adopting this Parks
& Recreation Plan. Copies of the advertisements and resolutions are included in Appendix D.
Copies of this Parks & Recreation Plan were transmitted to SEMCOG, the Oakland County Planning
Commission, and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) in January of 2019.
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Appendix A
Grant History

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan

Thursday, November 1, 2018

Grants Management
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Grant History
Grantee
Waterford Township - Oakland County
Project No. 26-00783

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1976

Project Title: Fenmore Park (now Lions Park)
Project Status: Grant Closed
Project Description:

Grant Amount: $16,210.00

Acquire 24.03 land, (exclude 2.17 from scope)

Project No. 26-00956

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1977

Project Title: Lions Park
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $22,600.00

Scope Item:
Ballfieldfencing, backstops, & bleachers
Concession/restroom building
Fencing and gate
Irrigation system
Parking lot
Project Description:

Develop 5 acres for 2 softball fields, with fencing, entrance fencing and gate, parking lot, concession/restroom
building, and LWCF sign

Project No. 26-01023 C4

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1977

Project Title: Waterford Twp Canoe Site
Project Status: Grant Closed
Project Description:

Grant Amount: $6,540.00

Acquire 4 acres

Project No. 26-01023 R3

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1977

Project Title: Herrington Park
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $28,000.00

Scope Item:
Lighting for 2 existing ballfields
Project Description:

lighting for 2 existing ball fields, LWCF sign.
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Grants Management
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Grant History
Grantee
Waterford Township - Oakland County
Project No. 26-01308

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1984

Project Title: Clinton River Canoe Site
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $5,800.00

Scope Item:
Parking lot
Picnic equipment
Picnic shelter
Play equipment
Site improvement (tree removal)
Tot lot fencing
Project Description:

Picnic shelter, picnic equipment, play equipment, parking lot, site improvement9tree removal) tot lot fencing
and lWCF sign

Project No. TF88-037

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1988

Project Title: Walter Findley Property
Project Status: Grant Closed
Project Description:

Grant Amount: $281,250.00

To acquire approximately 285 acres with 8,800 feet of frontage on two sides of the Clinton River.

Project No. BF89-347

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1989

Project Title: Community Building
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $117,000.00

Scope Item:
Community Building
Project Description:

Construction of a building- 1st floor warming area for outside skating pond, 2nd floor community room.
Facility will be built into an existing hill, therefore, both floors will be at ground level.

Project No. TF91-263

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1991

Project Title: Elizabeth Lake Woods
Project Status: Grant Closed
Project Description:

Grant Amount: $74,300.00

Acquire a 60-acre addition to Waterford Township's natural area park to protect old growth oak forest,
wetlands, 1/3 mile of the Clinton River and freshwater mussel habitat. Acquisition would provide a buffer to
the existing park and allow expansion of the trail system.
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Grant History
Grantee
Waterford Township - Oakland County
Project No. TF94-181

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1994

Project Title: Fish Hatchery Park Development
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $141,000.00

Scope Item:
Boardwalk & Fishing Pier
Canoe Deck on Boathouse
Landscaping
Main Park Road-Gravel
Parking Lot- Gravel
Repair Bridge and Seawall
Restroom Facility
Sanitary Sewer Tap
Well Installation
Project Description:

Construction of entrance roads, parking lots, restroom facility, fishing and boating docks, and picnic areas on
the Clinton River.

Project No. TF98-121

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 1998

Project Title: Maceday Lake Waterfront Park Acquisition
Project Status: Grant Closed
Project Description:

Grant Amount: $405,000.00

Acquire in fee simple terms a 3-acre wetland parcel to be developed as a waterfowl and wildlife sanctuary and
a 4-acre upland parcel for the Township's only waterfront park. Development plans include a swimming beach,
picnic area, playground, fishing dock, bridge, restroom facility and parking lot.

Project No. CM00-213

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 2000

Project Title: Clinton River River Walk System
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $80,300.00

Scope Item:
Wooden Bridge
Bituminous Pathway
Project Description:
Project No. TF05-097

Construction of a 2,500 linear foot bituminous walkway along the Clinton River and an arched bridge.
Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 2005

Project Title: Elizabeth Lake Woods Park Expansion
Project Status: Grant Closed
Project Description:

Grant Amount: $87,000.00

Acquisition in fee simple of 25 acres within the watershed of the Clinton River to protect mature oak forest and
fragile wetlands.
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Grants Management
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Grant History
Grantee
Waterford Township - Oakland County
Project No. RP15-0066

Project County:

Oakland

Project Year: 2015

Project Title: Clinton River Riverwalk Phase 4
Project Status: Additional Amendment Info Needed

Grant Amount: $45,000.00

Scope Item:
Bench
Lighting
Outdoor Security Camera
Recycle Bin(s)
Signage
Trail 6' wide or more
Trash Bin(s)
Project Description:

Development of paved pathway connecting existing Riverwalk to existing sidewalk system.
Total Number of Projects:
Total Amount of Grant Given:
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$1,310,000.00

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan

Appendix B
Community Input Survey Results

Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan

Waterford Township Recreation Plan
Online Survey Report
Response Statistics
• Survey available from July 2, 2018 to August 20, 2018
• 732 total responses

1.Which of the following Waterford Township Parks have you visited in the past year?
80
72.9
70

60

55.7

Percent

50

40

35.4
29.7

30
24.6

18.4

20

20.5

20.4
17.2

12.7

10.4
10

7.2
4.1

3.6

2

2.1
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Warming House (on the Civic Center Campus)

Shell Park

Rotary Park

Optimist Park

Marion Street Park

Maceday Lake Park

Lions Park

Hess-Hathaway Park

Herrington Park

Fish Hatchery Park

Elizabeth Lake Woods Park

Drayton Plains Nature Center

Clinton River South

Clinton River Canoe Site

Civic Center Soccer Fields

Waterford Recreation Center (CAI Building)

0

1

Value

Percent

Waterford Recreation Center (CAI Building)

55.7%

Civic Center Soccer Fields

24.6%

Clinton River Canoe Site

10.4%

Clinton River South

2.0%

Drayton Plains Nature Center

35.4%

Elizabeth Lake Woods Park

3.6%

Fish Hatchery Park

29.7%

Herrington Park

12.7%

Hess-Hathaway Park

72.9%

Lions Park

7.2%

Maceday Lake Park

4.1%

Marion Street Park

2.1%

Optimist Park

18.4%

Rotary Park

20.4%

Shell Park

17.2%

Warming House (on the Civic Center Campus)

20.5%

2.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Waterford Recreation Center (CAI Building).
Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Safety and Security

20.8%

31.9%

18.0%

3.5%

1.7%

24.1%

573

Variety of
Programs/Amenities

21.5%

39.8%

13.0%

3.3%

1.2%

21.1%

568

Maintenance and
Appearance

11.8%

24.3%

23.2%

16.7%

6.7%

17.3%

568

Handicap Accessibility

12.6%

22.7%

18.1%

4.8%

1.2%

40.7%

565

Hours of Operation

16.4%

32.8%

17.3%

2.8%

0.5%

30.2%

567
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Don't Know Responses

2

3.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at the Waterford Recreation Center
(CAI Building)? Please check all that apply.
60
50

48.3
40.6
36.8

Percent

40

31
27.6

30

26.9

25.9

24.8
21.4

20

19.2

17.5
13.2

11.5
7.5

10

Value

Percent

Walking Paths/Trails

48.3%

Indoor Fitness Course

40.6%

Outdoor Play Equipment

36.8%

Outdoor Fitness Course

31.0%

Fitness Equipment

27.6%

Updated Pavilion

26.9%

Picnic Area

25.9%

Outdoor Recreation Courts

24.8%

Multi-purpose fields

21.4%

Basketball Courts

19.2%

Tennis/Pickleball Courts

17.5%

Other - Write In

13.2%

Shuffleboard

11.5%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

7.5%
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Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

Shuffleboard

Other - Write In

Tennis/Pickelball Courts

Basketball Courts

Multi-purpose fields

Outdoor Recreation Courts

Picnic Area

Updated Pavilion

Fitness Equipment

Outdoor Fitness Course

Outdoor Play Equipment

Indoor Fitness Course

Walking Paths/Trails

0

3

Other - Write In
"Clubhouse" room for adults with special needs.
Air-conditioned building
Air conditioning
An indoor gardening venue for winter gardening like Parks and Rec used to have
Area around baseball field is in rough condition with many poisonous plants that are not safe for children!
Art studios with open sessions. More painting type classes, oils, acrylics etc. not just watercolor. Ceramics and
pottery making etc. Swimming pool w classes offered.
BOWLING LANES
Backyard habitat approach to the outside and more trees - a greater focus and quality of life for all
Baseball field access
Bean Bag boxes
Better air circulation. I'm not sure if the building is air conditioned, but it was quite warm upstairs when doing Tai
Chi
Better bathrooms for the baseball field. The porta potty is always dirty. Not handicap accessible for people in
wheelchairs and parking is difficult for people with disabilities to go to the field.
Better elevator
Cards
Demolish building and rebuild
Easier access to baseball fields
Elevator is frightening and outdated, need an option for level 2
I would like to see some free programs at the elementary schools when I was a child growing up I spent all day at
the elementary school in the playground they had Story Hour they had organized baseball games for girls and
boys it was always something to do with the playground
I wouldn't spend one more cent than necessary to operate this building and replace it with a state of the art facility
More yoga, cooking classes, educations/self-help classes
Needs a major overhaul. Old and it looks it.
New building.
None
Not sure
Outdoor Pickleball
Outdoor amphitheater, Waterford needs a proper outdoor performance area.
Outdoor restrooms
Pickleball
Plant trees
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Replace it
Running water/bathroom facilities closer to the playing fields
Skate Park
Softball/baseball diamond
Spaghetti Dinners
Splash pad
Spray and play area
Swimming pool
The whole building needs to be updated. But I think this building should be remodeled. We don't need a new
building.
Updated aesthetics inside and outside
Volleyball courts
Volleyball would love to play more often that two times a week!
Waterford needs an updated or new recreation/community center.
Workout room
Would like to see some outdoor events
Your book space you really downsized
air- conditioning for the entire building
ballroom dancing and dances
better dirt on the ball field infield and a high net that goes along the side of the building on the first base side, so
that baseballs are not hit upon to the roof of it.
bocce ball court
dog park
fitness equipment would be nice, but there is no room for it.
make it more inviting. it has closed quarters and doesn't allow for much and no one really understands what goes
on there.
meeting rooms
more meeting rooms, more gym space
more unique classes
none
outdoor sand volleyball courts
rooms for yoga, Pilates, tai chi, etc.
small food cafe that serves healthy options rather than vending machines
splash zone

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
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Air conditioning
An outdoor walking path could include exercise bars along the way. And include benches to rest. A possible
maze or meditation path, too.
Appearance to make more desirable for events
Ball field was great from around 2012-2016. Since then it's gotten progressively worse
Building is old and not in a good location
Dog park
Don’t know haven’t been
H
Have yoga upstairs but most of times can hear the dancing class or the basketball players.
I only use the pickleball courts and I am satisfied with them
I would like outdoor pickleball courts
Indoor walking track
It is about to fall apart. Missing wall and old ceiling
It's the same as 1971.Not close to other communities. Baseball field is a joke. Basketball court is old and outdated.
I played there in the 70s and it's not any better now than it was then
Love to dance and would love to see dances for adults there
Never been here
Offer a little cafe and coffee house, hair salon n massage place offered at discount for residents. A little boutique
with homemade products that were made in the classes or at home. A community room where people can gather
without a reservation etc.
Outdoor areas of leisure, conversational settings, cafe
Please bring back Raquel Picket and the dance program the way it was, instead of outsourcing it to a company
already in existence. It has lost all its charm, affordability, homemade costumes/recital, etc.
Seating lounge
Splash pad
The CAI is such a pedestrian accessible area for THAT part of Waterford, it'd be another great option for the local
neighborhoods to use. A more appropriate area with regular access than the local elementary schools.
The ball diamonds are in need of better grooming.
This building has outlived its usefulness and needs to go.
Waterford schools already has fitness centers and tennis courts, why duplicate
We had a garden plot, as did many others and it broke up the winter for those of us who love to garden but hate
the cold.
arts and crafts program
renovate the ball field
still working so don't use any of these
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4.What additional programs would you like to see offered at the Waterford Recreation Center (CAI
Building)?

70
57.9

60

53.3
50

Percent

40.5
40

30

25.5

20

10

5.1

3.7

0
Adult Programs Community Events Youth Programs

Run/Walks

Other - Write In

Value

Percent

Adult Programs

57.9%

Community Events

53.3%

Youth Programs

40.5%

Run/Walks

25.5%

Other - Write In

5.1%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

3.7%

Feel free to
expand on your
choice(s) above

Other - Write In
Bingo fund raisers
Cards- Hand and Foot Card Game
Classes for adults with special needs.
Dog Friendly activities
Dog park?
Expansions need not to be limited to the CAI building
Hobby programs
Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018
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I don’t care for caitlin facility at all.
Like senior day trips
More parking for events.
Not sure
Nothing there we use
Offer various support groups/meetings for strokes, grief, ruptured brain aneurysm survivors, cancer etc...
Programs for disabled
Teen programs
Volleyball
a committee or campaign to make Waterford residents more aware of all the programs available, I believe a lot of
people think of the rec center as a "senior" center and it's so much more
activities that provide mentorship and different ages and backgrounds together
outdoor pickleball
summer sand volleyball

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
12-17 yr old programs
Balance for seniors
Day camps, holiday events, Community clean up events, craft club
Don’t know never been
Events for dogs
Explore interest in a model railroad club.
I am a senior but work full time. Your senior hours are horrible for those of us that must still work
Language classes
More yoga and miss the library
Never been here
Powerlifting class's
Speakers on personal safety, self-defense, etc. Indoor movies. Bingo.
evening programming
outdoor yoga
this is because Airway Lanes sand volleyball is gone
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5. Please evaluate the following aspects of the Civic Center Soccer Fields.
Very

Variety of Amenities
(Restrooms, etc.)
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility

Don't

Poor

Know

1.4%

0.2%

44.0%

500

17.9%

13.5%

4.6%

45.4%

496

31.5%

13.5%

2.0%

%

39.8%

498

14.1%

18.1%

5.0%

1.8%

53.6%

496

Neutral

Poor

16.8%

24.6%

13.0%

5.4%

13.1%

13.3%
7.3%

Good
Safety and Security

Very

Good
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6.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at the Civic Center Soccer Fields?
Please check all that apply.
90
80

76.8

70

Percent

60

53.3

50
39.1

40

35.7

34.2
26.1

30
20

7.8

10

1.4
0
Restroom
Building

Drinking
Fountain

Concession Use fields for
Stand
sports in
addition to
soccer (field
hockey,
lacrosse etc)

Pavilion

Fitness Track Other - Write Feel free to
In
expand on
your choice(s)
above

Value

Percent

Restroom Building

76.8%

Drinking Fountain

53.3%

Concession Stand

39.1%

Use fields for sports in addition to soccer (field hockey, lacrosse etc.)

35.7%

Pavilion

34.2%

Fitness Track

26.1%

Other - Write In

7.8%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

1.4%

Other - Write In
A paved path would be nice for wheelchairs and strollers
BETTER WHEELCHAIR ACCESSABILITY
Better COACHING!!!!!!
Better drainage for less standing water after rains; need handicap path to fields to accommodate wheelchairs
Better maintenance, mowing etc. I believe the soccer program should be turned over to the Warriors Soccer Club.
They can do a much better job.
Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018
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Better parking
Better parking...handicap also
Crown the fields for better drainage
Don't know
I don't go to the Soccer Fields
I have never been here
I think soccer fields are a waste of the space.
LAX
Not familiar with these facilities
Parking
Playground equipment
Play structure
Please find a way to cut down on all the goose poop!!!! Isn't there a way to get rid of all the Canadian geese?
Sidewalks/bike paths are desperately needed as many walks in the road and this is obviously unsafe and
discourages strolls of leisure
They are just fine as-is
Walking track
Wheelchair accessibility (can't push through grass)
better way to get a person in a wheelchair to the fields
bocce ball
didn't select that I have been here
spectator benches
turf field

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Dog park
Have never been to soccer field
Restrooms would be REALLY nice
There is no running water or bathroom facilities (other than outhouses). Would like to see water and facilities close
to the fields.
There should be real bathrooms there with as many people who frequent it. And, the Pierce track is right across
the street so it would be redundant to put a track there.
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7.Please evaluate the following aspects of Clinton River Canoe Site.
Very

Very

Don't

Poor

Know

1.8%

0.4%

64.9%

445

18.0%

6.7%

1.3%

65.2%

445

12.3%

15.4%

3.8%

0.4%

64.9%

447

1.1%

5.9%

17.0%

3.6%

0.5%

71.9%

441

3.2%

15.8%

12.2%

2.3%

%

66.6%

443

Good

Neutral

Poor

3.4%

11.5%

18.0%

1.3%

7.4%

3.1%

Handicap Accessibility
Ease of Water Access

Good
Safety and Security
Variety of
Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
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8.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at Clinton River Canoe Site? Please
check all that apply.

70
60

59.7
49.6

Percent

50

42.3

40

35.5

31.5

30

27.8

26.6
21.4

20
6.5

10

4.4

Value

Percent

Restrooms

59.7%

Walking Trail Loop

49.6%

Canoe/Kayak Rentals

42.3%

Updated Canoe/Kayak Launch

35.5%

Improved Parking

31.5%

Updated Pavilion

27.8%

Fishing Area

26.6%

Grills

21.4%

Other - Write In

6.5%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

4.4%

Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

Other - Write In

Grills

Fishing Area

Updated Pavilion

Improved Parking

Updated Canoe/Kayak Launch

Canoe/Kayak Rentals

Walking Trail Loop

Restrooms

0

Other - Write In
Better sign!!
Dog Park
Dog Swim Area
Don't know
Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018
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Don't know about this - it this advertised?
Expand
Have never been there
Have only driven by, not sure how to even park there
I never knew there were any canoe sites, I'm sure most people i
Never knew it was a park
None. Keep it natural.
Opinions from those who use this facility.
Signs for park more visible
The poor health of the Clinton River is the main deterrent in my avoidance of this site
don't even know where it is and I've lived here 13 years

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Bird houses
Didn’t know this was here - will have to check it out!
Don't know; I've never been there.
Even a port a John would be nice. Ramp into water for handicapped
I don’t remember clicking on this location
I would support a mileage which would improve and maintain all-natural areas in Waterford
kayak lessons???
n Waterford don't either. I moved to Waterford in 1980 and I never knew about any of this stuff.
wasn’t aware there was a canoe site

9.Please evaluate the following aspects of Clinton River South.

Safety and Security
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility

Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Don't Know

Responses

1.5%

4.8%

13.0%

3.0%

0.3%

77.5%

400

2.2%

5.7%

12.5%

1.7%

1.0%

76.8%

401

0.8%

3.3%

12.6%

1.8%

1.8%

79.8%

396
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10.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at Clinton River South? Please check
all that apply.

60

55.4

50
41.9

Percent

40

28.5

30

20

10

5.9

4.8

Other - Write In

Feel free to expand on
your choice(s) above

0
Park Entry Signage

Benches

No Additional
Facilities- Leave Area
Undeveloped

Value

Percent

Park Entry Signage

55.4%

Benches

41.9%

No Additional Facilities- Leave Area Undeveloped

28.5%

Other - Write In

5.9%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

4.8%

Other - Write In
Dog Park
Don't know
Don't know anything about this facility.
Have never been there
Kayak and Canoe rentals
Natural pathways would be a welcome addition as visitors could enjoy and be in awe of nature
Never been
Not sure
Opinions should come from those who use this facility.
Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018
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Trails and pathways
what is it?

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Didn't know there was a sight there.
I didn't know about it.
More advertisement
Never knew it was there
These areas should be improved upon and funds should be made available to maintain them
Walking paths/ trails
Where?
none

11.Please evaluate the following aspects of Drayton Plains Nature Center.
Very

Very

Don't

Poor

Know

3.1%

0.9%

31.0%

423

18.8%

6.9%

0.2%

30.9%

421

39.2%

13.5%

6.9%

0.5%

30.6%

421

6.5%

19.5%

17.1%

4.1%

%

52.9%

416

7.2%

29.4%

20.7%

4.1%

1.0%

37.6%

415

Good

Neutral

Poor

13.0%

34.5%

17.5%

7.6%

35.6%

9.3%

Good
Safety and Security
Variety of
Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility
Nature Center Hours of
Operation
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12.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at Drayton Plains Nature Center?
Please check all that apply.
70

66

60
51.3

Percent

50
36.7

40

36

33.7

31
26

30
20

10.3
10

4

Value

Percent

Restrooms

66.0%

Trail Improvements

51.3%

Additional Nature Programs

36.7%

Bird Watching Stations

36.0%

Interactive Exhibits

33.7%

Improve nature/interpretive signage

31.0%

Upgrade the Pavilion

26.0%

Other - Write In

10.3%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

4.0%

Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

Other - Write In

Upgrade the Pavilion

Improve nature/interpretive
signage

Interactive Exhibits

Bird Watching Stations

Additional Nature Programs

Trail Improvements

Restrooms

0

Other - Write In
A spray station that offers bug spray for those that forgot theirs.
Also, the goose poop. It's everywhere.
Anything to help for young kids fishing would be nice.
Boy Scout merit badge opportunities
Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018
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Cars full of kids hanging in the parking lot - don't think they are there for bird watching
Clean up excessive geese droppings
Clean up the grounds keepers area! Better flowers too.
Dog park
Drayton Plains NC is a little disorganized as far as what paths to take, and not take. Maybe by design but access to
neighborhoods towards Crescent Lk. Rds to link with the Riverwalk are not clearly defined. It'd be nice to link or
provide better signage towards a path to the civic center area.
Haven't visited this center for decades but it is a nice option for many residents. I visited with Cub Scouts a few
times decades ago.
I always have my dog with me. I always pick up his poop with bags, but there isn't anywhere to drop the bags off
except by the front of the park. another couple trash cans around the trails would be a wonderful addition.
I have tried for several years to schedule a fall field trip for my Stepanski students, and there is never a naturalist
scheduled to host at that time of year. I have also tried to schedule a spring visit, and been told that there is not a
naturalist available then only--That they only work May-(maybe)August? It is such a beautiful facility, and so close,
and so many families with young children would love to be exposed to it! :)
I really want to enjoy the park as is, but it is understaffed and lacking in overall care.
I thought this place was only for school children.
Instead of draining the ponds all the way leaves enough water to allow. Kids to play hockey
It needs to be cleaned up the river and trash.
Kayak launch
Kids craft programs, making animal tracks, beading, animal I'd, etc.
Modernize the building
More events to introduce the community to the park.
Our children are grown, and we have not used most of the facilities in a few years.
Playground
Security present
Security, keep unruly teens out. I've seen drug deals take place.
Too much teenage drinking and drug use
community garden
cross country ski trails
improve nature center building - dock out onto the water/ponds. allow fishing on designated dates.
it has become a site where teenagers drink, smoke, write graffiti on the walkways, etc. and I don't know how you
avoid that, but I adore it otherwise, just want it to keep its safe, family vibe and when I see a group of 7 teens come
in swearing, smoking, I leave
kayak launch
make FISHING DOCKS LONGER AROUND THE LAKE

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018

18

Don’t know this one
Even slow and steady improvements would be encouraging to visitors.
I have spoken with police and called the DNR over unwanted activity in park.
I would like to join a geo cache group if they have one.
More advertising about programs -- e.g. fish release, etc.
Parts of the trail have been abused from bikers. This makes a narrow patch that can lead to rolled ankles. Overall
the nature center is one of my favorite locations in Waterford.
Please repair the entrance to this parking lot. I bottom out my mustang every time I enter.
Signs on trails- maps
Since the Township took ownership, there are too many motorized vehicles driving about the trails. Also, the
homeless/kids-doing-drugs village in the reeds to the south end is ridiculous. I would no longer let my wife or
children walk the trails unaccompanied. Hopefully the new millage will increase the Police services enough to patrol
the DPNC more often now.
Update building.
parking lot is not locked at night, no need for grounds to be open after dark
signage about wildlife and plants (invasive and native) to inform public. Provide a restroom building.

13.Please evaluate the following aspects of Elizabeth Lake Woods Park.

Safety and Security
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap
Accessibility

Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Don't Know

Responses

1.3%

5.5%

12.4%

2.1%

0.5%

78.1%

379

1.6%

6.1%

11.1%

1.8%

1.3%

78.1%

379

0.3%

3.2%

12.4%

2.1%

1.1%

81.0%

378
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14.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at Elizabeth Lake Woods? Please
check all that apply.
60
51.4

50.9

50
36.4

Percent

40

30.1

30.1

28.3

30
20

12.1
6.9

10

Value

Percent

Restrooms

51.4%

Upgrade Existing Trails

50.9%

Mountain Biking Trails

36.4%

Add nature/interpretive signage

30.1%

Upgrade/Expand Parking

30.1%

Cross-country skiing

28.3%

Other - Write In

12.1%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

6.9%

Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

Other - Write In

Cross-country skiing

Upgrade/Expand Parking

Add nature/interpretive signage

Mountain Biking Trails

Upgrade Existing Trails

Restrooms

0

Other - Write In
Add kids play area
All parks would benefit from being family friendly and being accessible to all
Canoe landing
Cross Country Skate Ski course
Dog Park
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Dog park
Don't know
Have never been here
Have never been there
I haven't been there since I took my kids and/or Cub Scouts a LONG time ago. I will check it out soon.
Leave as is
More info about it. Didn't even know it existed.
Never been
Never knew it was there
Not sure
Parking!! There is no place to park here
Poor access. I go to a resident to avoid swamp entrance.
Unfamiliar with this park.
as far as I know it is not used very much.
don't know what it is.

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Better posting of parks and what they offer
Dog park
Don’t know this
Great care must be given to the inclusion of any type of trails and encouraging various activities is wonderful as long
as they can coexist
I didn't even know this park was in existence
I would like to join a geo cache group if they had one.
Never been here
Playground
Signage
What trails?
Would love to visit this park but there is no place to park. I called parks and recs and they confirmed the lack of
parking.
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15.Please evaluate the following aspects of Fish Hatchery Park.

Safety and Security
Variety of
Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility
Historic Village Hours of
Operation

Very

Don't

Poor

Know

0.8%

0.3%

38.0%

397

11.8%

1.8%

%

38.2%

398

33.8%

10.3%

1.5%

%

36.0%

397

7.6%

18.4%

17.4%

1.5%

%

55.2%

397

6.2%

16.0%

20.7%

11.0%

1.5%

44.6%

401

Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

15.9%

32.5%

12.6%

14.6%

33.7%

18.4%
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16.What type of amenities or improvements would you like to see at Fish Hatchery Park? Please
check all that apply.
60

48.8

50

47.9
41

40.1

Percent

40

30

20
10.1
10
5.1
0
Extended
Historical Society
Hours

Improved
Canoe/Kayak
Launch

Improved Parking Improved Fishing
Access

Other - Write In

Value

Percent

Extended Historical Society Hours

48.8%

Improved Canoe/Kayak Launch

47.9%

Improved Parking

41.0%

Improved Fishing Access

40.1%

Other - Write In

10.1%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

5.1%

Feel free to
expand on your
choice(s) above

Other - Write In
Improved restrooms.
Another weekend of events duplicating the one they have now
Classes or tours
Enhancing the trail between Fish Hatchery Park and Drayton Plains would be beneficial to both and would
encourage greater usage
Fishing programs for kids
I thought this was just a nice scenery for driving by.
Improve handicap access
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It is very unclear from the signage when this facility, specifically the historic village, is open. Does not seem that
it's open but a few times a year?? Could be wrong but the signage does not help with this.
Love this park!!
My previous answer was for the fish hatchery entrance. I bottom out at the hatchery entrance. Please repair.
N/A
Not sure
Playground
Restroom
Stock fish for fishing
This is another site I haven't visited.
Thought I had but I have never actually been there
Why separate from Nature Center?
You need to install a swing gate to keep cars out after dusk. Cars are going back there all night and they are loud,
drive fast, spin their wheels. I've been living behind the train for 19 years. The last couple of years has been the
worst. The police said they would do drive throughs but I sure they are busy doing more important things. Please
put a swing gate up ...it will make the neighbors behind you happy
access road often very potholed- needs to be paved
na

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
A multipurpose approach to Fish Hatchery, such as rental options for showers and gatherings, may be a way to
accrue more funds and promote the area as well.
Better maintained restrooms, more modern
Historic programs other than at Log Cabin Days
More structures in the kid’s area
Na
Offer canoe/kayak rental options
Open one day a week for a few hours does not allow your community to experience this park or history of their
community.
Prison style toilets/urinal are horrible. Would like better lighting with switching like at Rotary Park restrooms.
Could similarly use ventilation fans.
Shaded seating
Toilets and urinal are horrible. Could use door activated lights (CFL or LED) and fans.
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17.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Herrington Park.

Safety and Security
Variety of
Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility

Very

Don't

Poor

Know

1.6%

0.5%

58.7%

366

14.0%

3.0%

1.4%

57.7%

364

19.3%

12.9%

3.3%

1.1%

57.6%

363

11.8%

15.4%

1.6%

1.1%

66.5%

364

Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

7.4%

17.8%

13.9%

5.8%

18.1%

5.8%
3.6%
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18.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Herrington Park? Please
Check all that apply.
60

53.1
49.1

50

41.7
37.1

Percent

40

35.4

33.7

30

25.1

6.3

5.7

Other - Write In

10

Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

20

Improved Parking

Benches along Nature Trails

Improved Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

Improved Baseball/Softball
Diamonds

Improved Dug-outs

Playground Equipment

Improved Restrooms

0

Value

Percent

Improved Restrooms

53.1%

Playground Equipment

49.1%

Improved Dug-outs

41.7%

Improved Baseball/Softball Diamonds

37.1%

Improved Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

35.4%

Benches along Nature Trails

33.7%

Improved Parking

25.1%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

6.3%

Other - Write In

5.7%

Other - Write In
Based upon the option I assume the improvements may be needed - I support additional funding and ongoing
maintenance to these areas.
DONT USE
Haven’t been here
Haven't been here since adult daughter played softball here--about 30 years ago!
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I didn't know all of these existed--never been there
Improved bathrooms
It was nice years ago when our son played ball there
do something.... anything!!!!
what is it? why might I go there?

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Dog park
I would like to see a net put over the dugout/area where spectators are for safety. There are a lot of foul balls and I
fear for the safety of everyone, but especially children.
Never been here
Not familiar with this park.
Pavilion in woods needs new grills and picnic table(s).
Pavilion in woods needs work and new grills. Also needs picnic table(s)
The dugouts could be improved and the restrooms as "ok" but could be a little nicer
What trails?
Where are the nature trails? Everything is overgrown.
for the fields add base pegs into the ground to match the various little leagues dimensions that use the fields. also,
better dirt on the infield. level out the big drop off from the infield to the outfield that has built up over the years.

19.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Hess-Hathaway Park.
Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

37.3%

42.8%

7.9%

1.0%

0%

11.1%

416

37.3%

44.5%

7.0%

1.4%

0%

9.9%

416

38.8%

44.1%

6.5%

1.2%

0%

9.4%

415

Handicap Accessibility

24.9%

34.1%

12.4%

1.5%

0%

27.1%

410

Hours of Operation

28.4%

45.8%

10.1%

2.2%

0.5%

13.0%

415

Programming

28.3%

40.7%

13.6%

1.7%

%

15.7%

413

41.1%

38.4%

7.5%

1.2%

%

11.8%

414

Safety and Security
Variety of
Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance

Very Poor Don't Know

Responses

Community Events (i.e.
Harvest Happening and
concerts)
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20.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Hess-Hathaway Park? Please
Check all that apply.
60

56.4

54.4

52.4

50

45.3
39

Percent

40

33.9

33.3

30

23.4

21.7

20

18.2
14

13.4

11.7

10

6

Value

Percent

Splash Pad

56.4%

Sledding Hill

54.4%

Upgrade Existing Restrooms

52.4%

Defined Walking Pathways to Improve Safety

45.3%

Ice Skating

39.0%

New Restrooms

33.9%

Upgraded Trails

33.3%

Additional Playground Equipment

23.4%

Outdoor Courts (Basketball)

21.7%

Improved Pavilion/Picnic Shelters

18.2%

Improved Parking

14.0%

Interpretative Signage

13.4%

Other - Write In

11.7%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

6.0%

Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018

Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

Other - Write In

Interpretative Signage

Improved Parking

Improved Pavilion/Picnic Shelters

Outdoor Courts (Basketball)

Additional Playground Equipment

Upgraded Trails

New Restrooms

Ice Skating

Defined Walking Pathways to
Improve Safety

Upgrade Existing Restrooms

Sledding Hill

Splash Pad

0
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Other - Write In
Allow dogs
Dog park
Accessible play equipment
Activities for upper elementary kids
Allow dogs on the trails in the woods.... It's away from the farm animals
Allow pets
Better animal care
Better maintenance of playground equipment and fences
Cross Country and XC Skating trails / Fat Bike Trails in the winter
Cross country trails?
DOG FRIENDLY
DONT USE
Disc Golf course
Dog walk
Get rid of the rabbit hutch.
Improved animal exhibits, such as goat playground, unique bunny run
Increasing the amount of natural areas so one feels enveloped in nature, this would bring me back.
Love this place so anything you do is great with me
Maintenance and upgrading of the barns and out buildings is very poor
More animals
Offer more programs
One of my favorite parks!!
Programming centered on the farm to table
Restrooms
Selected splash pad to keep up with a few of our neighboring communities, but with the Wave pool in operation,
the water activity seems to be covered.
Should cancel before the wk before get organized
Some kind of shade for the concerts.
The sledding hill, skating, etc. would draw year-round, and the splashpad would be the perfect addition. More
animals, if possible? Cow, etc.?
This park is popular but I've only visited it a few times--most recently about six years ago to attend a musical group
performance.
Would be nice to have a dog park in this area.
another place just for school children.
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anything would help
cross country ski trails
outdoor pickleball
outdoor pool
pickleball courts
repair existing equipment
water is the only thing the farm does not have. yes, to splash pad!!

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Add other animals, cow, etc.
Better areas for the animals and the addition of animal rescue area as there is no such option in Waterford.
Dog park
Dog park
During concerts and events, the current restrooms are too far away for some. They could also use an upgrade.
Expanded winter hours. Elementary students don't even get out of school until 4:00 PM
I think this park is excellent and should stay as it is with no more construction or disruption of nature. It's one of the
last truly natural areas on this side of town. The farm is fantastic, and we love visiting.
I would love to see all of the marked above added to this park. I would also love if Waterford organized a women's
basketball league (indoor or outdoor).
More animals, the kids love them. Also would
More dates for farm and adventure camp for older kids
Never knew there's a trail or walking path so need signs.
Obtain the school property off Hospital to make Park bigger
SPLASH PAD!!!! That would be awesome!
Splash pad would be GREAT most towns around us have one. I would also like Big Trucks event to return here
and not at civic center
The parking spaces are so small; normal mid-sized vehicles are too large to park next to each other.
This is an excellent park - the best in Waterford. Keep up the good work!
Unless one has access to an indoor facility, the restrooms are very poor.
near the playground
the fees for each activity at harvest happening were crazy for a family of 5, we left and enjoy more events in
Auburn Hills as they are free or more affordable
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21.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Lions Park.

Safety and

Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Don't Know

Responses

3.1%

14.0%

10.9%

2.0%

%

70.0%

357

2.3%

10.7%

12.4%

4.2%

0.3%

70.1%

354

2.3%

12.1%

13.0%

2.3%

0.6%

69.9%

355

1.4%

6.3%

13.1%

2.6%

0.3%

76.4%

351

Security
Variety of
Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap
Accessibility
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22.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Lions Park? Please Check all
that apply.
70

63.9

60

Percent

50

44.2

40

35.4

35.4
28.6

30

18.4

20

8.8

10

6.1

Value

Percent

Improved Restrooms

63.9%

Outdoor Playground Equipment

44.2%

Walking Trails/Pathways

35.4%

Benches

35.4%

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

28.6%

Additional Parking

18.4%

Other - Write In

8.8%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

6.1%

Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

Other - Write In

Additional Parking

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

Benches

Walking Trails/Pathways

Outdoor Playground Equipment

Improved Restrooms

0

Other - Write In
Can't even remember last time I visited this park--probably with a grandson who is now 30 years old!
Champagne room
DONT USE
Make affordable for use to Waterford Residents
Never Been there
Never been here
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Not sure
clean up and hedge all the weeds and bushes that have grown and attached themselves to the outfield fences.
half of the fences in the outfield are overgrown with weeds
improved baseball diamonds
lots of secret places in Waterford
na
spray for mosquitos

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Clear the walking trails once in a while
It would be difficult for someone with a walker or wheelchair to get to the pavilion. You can't really watch the
ballgame from the pavilion either, it's not positioned to see the field very well. I'm not crazy about the new
bleachers, they are so short, but I figure they are probably safer now.
Needs totally new restrooms. Needs new doors.
Never been here
Not familiar with park
Restrooms need to be replaced. Need new doors.
for the fields add base pegs into the ground to match the various little leagues dimensions that use the fields. also
better dirt on the infield.
mosquitos are so bad on the trails

23.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Maceday Lake Park.

Safety and Security
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap
Accessibility

Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Don't Know

Responses

2.3%

5.7%

11.2%

1.1%

%

79.7%

349

1.4%

7.2%

10.1%

2.0%

0.3%

79.0%

348

0.9%

4.1%

11.3%

1.2%

1.2%

81.4%

344
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24.Are there any improvements or additions you would like to see at Maceday Lake Park? If so,
please write in below.
80

72.6

70
60

Percent

50
40
27.4

30
20
10
0

Other Improvements - Write In

Please check here if you do not think any
improvements are needed.

Value

Percent

Other Improvements - Write In

27.4%

Please check here if you do not think any improvements are needed.

72.6%

Other Improvements - Write In
A few parking spaces and some walking paths would be nice
A trail to bird watch?
An improved natural trail would be beneficial to observers and help keep visitors out of the natural spaces. I am in
support of encouraging everyone to visit our natural spaces with respect.
Benchen and making accessible areas more handicap accessible.
Clean up.
DONT USE
Dog Park
Fishing dock, canoe launch, seems like a valuable piece of land to not be using.
Guess I'd better get out my binoculars and visit this park!
I can't believe I didn't know about this place--I love birds! Never been there
I did not know there was a park on Maceday Lake that was available for non-neighborhood residents
I have lived here for 50 years never heard of Maceday lake park
I have lived here my whole life and never heard of this park. I would question your PR at this point!
I have never been here
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I helped clean up this park with Christ Lutheran Church. It doesn't really have much parking. It's a nice natural
park.
I've never heard of this park
Interactive interpretive nature info on Wi-Fi
Is there a viewing area or areas?
Never been here
Not sure
Parking, trails, benches
Swimming area beach
This park would get more use if a clearing was made as a fishing pad, along with a bench and clearing to watch
sunsets/sunrises.
Unmaintained property. Looks mess
Where?
na

25.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Marion Street Park.
Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Don't Know

Responses

Safety and Security

0.9%

3.2%

9.7%

1.2%

1.8%

83.3%

341

Variety of

0.6%

3.2%

8.8%

1.8%

2.4%

83.2%

340

0.9%

3.8%

9.4%

0.9%

1.8%

83.2%

339

0.9%

1.8%

10.3%

0.9%

2.4%

83.8%

339

Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility
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26.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Marion Street Park? Please
Check all that apply.
70
63.4
60

50

Percent

40.2
40
33
30

25

23.2
18.8

20

10

0
Restrooms

Benches along
trails

Additional Trails Additional Parking

Value

Percent

Restrooms

63.4%

Benches along trails

40.2%

Additional Trails

33.0%

Additional Parking

25.0%

Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

23.2%

Other - Write In

18.8%

Pavilion/Picnic
Shelter

Other - Write In

Other - Write In
Another place to visit so I'll know what it looks like.
BEEN A WATERFORD RESIDENT FOR OVER 40 YEARS. NO IDEA THIS PLACE EXISTED! OBSERVATION
DECKS? SOUNDS GREAT. ADVERTISED THIS MORE.
DONT USE
Didn't know it existed
Didn't know this Park existed
Does anyone use this park?
Don't know
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Groomed trails for walking and biking, a bathroom facility, and observation decks and sitting areas
I have never been here
Improved trails
N/A
Never been here
Never been there
Not familiar with park.
Not sure
Signage
There's often glass and trash on the trails. Even basic maintenance would be an improvement. There used to be
benches but many are gone or so dilapidated that they are unsafe to sit on. This park has potential, given all the
wildlife. It would be great if there was a little more upkeep.
Updates trails and more handicap accessible
Where?
na
needs good clean up and made accessible, it was wonderful many years back now it’s a nightmare, pls rehabilitate

27.Please evaluate the following aspects of Optimist Park.

Safety and Security
Variety of
Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility

Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Don't Know

Responses

5.7%

23.1%

18.9%

3.1%

%

49.1%

350

2.9%

20.3%

15.7%

10.0%

2.3%

48.9%

350

4.0%

23.4%

16.6%

8.0%

1.1%

46.9%

350

2.9%

10.3%

17.5%

6.3%

4.0%

58.9%

348

Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018

37

28.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Optimist Park? Please Check
all that apply.
90
80

79.4

70
Percent

60

49

50

45.6
39.2

40

37.3

36.3

35.8

35.3

31.4

30
10

7.4

6.4
Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

14.7

Other - Write In

14.7

20

Value

Percent

Restroom Building

79.4%

Drinking Fountain

49.0%

Improved Playground Equipment

45.6%

More/Improved Parking

39.2%

Sidewalks/Pathways

37.3%

Improved Baseball/Softball Diamonds

36.3%

Improved Dugouts

35.8%

Concession Building

35.3%

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

31.4%

More Basketball Courts

14.7%

Other Outdoor Courts

14.7%

Other - Write In

7.4%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

6.4%
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Other Outdoor Courts

More Basketball Courts

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

Concession Builing

Improved Dugouts

Improved Baseball/Softball
Diamonds

Sidewalks/Pathways

More/Improved Parking

Improved Playground Equipment

Drinking Fountain

Restroom Building

0
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Other - Write In
A fence around the playground
Additional bleachers, there is never enough. Bug control by field 3 would be great.
DONT USE
Deal with drug issue.
Do not utilize this park
Drug issues
Haven't watched any grandkids here in many years but I'm glad that this park exists. Hope it's cared for as it
should be.
Ice skating rink
Never been there
Parking can be confusing as the best parking is through the adjoining neighborhood but is difficult to discover.
Police- drive throughs
Trim back trees and brush at field 3
When games are being played restrooms in building need to be open!
needs lot of work!!!

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Better seating/viewing options for field 3. It is TERRIBLE!
Bathrooms!! We spend all summer here and porta potties are disgusting!!
I didn’t even know this park was open to the community
I used to go walking in this park. I've noticed that the building is always closed.
It would be nice to have an actual restroom at this field, along with paved paths for wheelchairs.
Middle parking area needs to be better delineated to discourage driving all over the grass area; which gets pretty
torn up.
N/A
Never been here
Not familiar with park
Parking area between fields 2 and 3 needs to be better delineated. Somehow restrict vehicle access to grass
area because it is usually torn up Pavilion area seems to be site of frequent drug activity. Don't know what can
be done.
Parking is a huge concern!
Parking is a real concern with kids and adults walking through the parking lots.
outhouses are disgusting, even when well maintained.
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29.Please evaluate the following aspects of Rotary Park.
Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Don't Know

Responses

Safety and Security

10.5%

26.3%

13.3%

1.1%

0.3%

48.6%

354

Variety of

5.9%

24.6%

14.7%

5.6%

1.1%

48.0%

354

6.8%

25.4%

14.4%

4.5%

1.1%

47.7%

354

5.2%

14.0%

14.6%

3.4%

0.6%

62.2%

349

Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility
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30.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Rotary Park? Please Check all
that apply.
60

53.5
49.2

50

40.5
Percent

40

37.8

37.3

34.6

30
20

14.1

10

5.9

Value

Percent

Drinking Fountain

53.5%

Improved Playground Equipment

49.2%

Improved Baseball/Softball Diamonds

40.5%

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

37.8%

Sidewalks/Pathways

37.3%

More/Upgraded Parking

34.6%

Other - Write In

14.1%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

5.9%

Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

Other - Write In

More/Upgraded Parking

Sidewalks/Pathways

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

Improved Baseball/Softball
Diamonds

Improved Playground Equipment

Drinking Fountain

0

Other - Write In
Concessions
Bathroom access...always locked
Bathrooms need to be open and clean for all seasonal games and parking lot needs to be updated. Handicap
Better soccer/multi-purpose fields
Concession facility
DONT USE
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Do not utilize this park
Every time there, the bathrooms were not open had to use nasty outhouses
Fence around playground
Flag pole
Flag pole with American flag
Have driven past this park many times, even recently, but have not visited for many years. I hope it is or will be
upgraded as needed.
I feel that the fencing around all of the baseball diamonds in Waterford could be improved. The infields of the
baseball diamonds could be maintained better.
It is sad...nice baseball diamonds and you have bathrooms that are always locked. The out houses are disgraceful
Level outfields and fill holes
Poor maintenance of soccer fields
Public restrooms need to be open when park is in use
RESTROOMS
Restrooms
Road way improved
improved soccer fields
na
need more work on fields never working on field
updated playground equipment

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
The ball diamonds need improvements. There are stones & weeds on the infield & a few ruts & pot holes in the
outfields. I would like to suggest that flag poles with the American flag get installed at all of the parks with ball
diamonds.
Additional play equipment. There once were swings and now there is only a small structure. Access to a drinking
fountain is a simple convenience for the public.
Never been here
Not familiar with park
The ballfields are substandard and embarrassing.
The infields totally SUCK. They are, quite simply, dental work waiting to happen. The one significant improvement
that wouldn't hardly cost you anything is replace the infields with crushed brick. It's not that expensive and would
improve the park immensely. AND IT WOULD BE MUCH,MUCH, MUCH SAFER!!!!!! I will be playing on another
team next year and one of the biggest reasons is I refuse to play half of my games on such a dangerous diamond.
The large gravel pieces and the uneven grading on the softball infield are a safety hazard to the players.
Update soccer fields and pave the entrance
Would be nice to have more play equipment while waiting on onset siblings to finish practice
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for the fields add base pegs into the ground to match the various little leagues dimensions that use the fields. also,
better dirt on the infield.
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31.Please evaluate the following aspects of Shell Park.
Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very

Don't

Poor

Know

Responses

Safety and Security

6.9%

23.1%

15.3%

0.9%

%

53.9%

334

Variety of

3.6%

22.4%

17.3%

3.9%

0.6%

52.2%

335

3.9%

25.4%

14.3%

3.6%

0.6%

52.2%

335

3.9%

12.2%

13.4%

5.0%

0.3%

65.3%

337

Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility
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32.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Shell Park? Please Check all
that apply.
80
70

66.7

Percent

60
46.9

50

40.1

40

37.3

35.6

34.5

31.6

30

6.8

5.1
Feel free to expand on your
choice(s) above

10

Other - Write In

20

Sidewalks/Pathways

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

More/Upgraded Parking

Improved Dugouts

Improved Baseball/Softball
Diamonds

Outdoor Playground Equipment

Improved Restrooms

0

Value

Percent

Improved Restrooms

66.7%

Outdoor Playground Equipment

46.9%

Improved Baseball/Softball Diamonds

40.1%

Improved Dugouts

37.3%

More/Upgraded Parking

35.6%

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter

34.5%

Sidewalks/Pathways

31.6%

Other - Write In

6.8%

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above

5.1%

Other - Write In
All parks should be welcoming not to just the athletes but for the fans and family as well. A well-maintained and
naturalized area is necessary for ongoing support.
Better signage
Do not utilize this park
Dog park
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Drinking fountain
I thought I already noted this park. I know I watched some adult team play here a couple times. It is worth
improvements if needed.
N/A
Never been there
Restrooms are nasty at shell.
Restrooms by field 1
Where?
concessions

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above
Anywhere there are softball/baseball games going, I would love to see roofs on the dugouts for the safety of the
children.
Better signage to locate the park.
DONT USE
Dugouts have bad drainage problems at field 1. Restrooms need to be gutted and redone. Would be nice to
have restrooms by field 1.
Never been here
Not familiar with park
Restrooms need to be replaced. Would be nice to have restrooms by field 1. Field 1 dugouts have drainage
problem.
for the fields add base pegs into the ground to match the various little leagues dimensions that use the fields. also,
better dirt on the infield.

33. Please evaluate the following aspects of the Warming House (on the Civic Center Campus).

Safety and Security
Variety of
Facilities/Amenities
Maintenance and
Appearance
Handicap Accessibility

Very Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Don't Know

Responses

Row %

Row %

Row %

Row %

Row %

Row %

Count

20.7%

27.6%

8.3%

0.6%

0.3%

42.5%

348

13.5%

28.7%

12.9%

2.0%

0.3%

42.5%

348

17.1%

28.6%

10.3%

2.6%

0.3%

41.1%

350

12.2%

20.9%

11.3%

1.7%

%

53.8%

344
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34.What ideas do you have for improvements or additions at the Warming House (on the Civic
Center Campus)?
80

74.4

70
60

Percent

50
40
30

25.6

20
10
0
Other Ideas/Improvements - Write In

I do not have ideas/ I like the use of the warming house
as is.

Value

Percent

Other Ideas/Improvements - Write In

25.6%

I do not have ideas/ I like the use of the warming house as is.

74.4%

Other Ideas/Improvements - Write In
A refrigerator would be a nice improvement here.
A wonderful facility
Access to restrooms?
At certain times of the year, there is an abundance of goose poop covering the sidewalk around the lake near the
warming house. Any way to keep the geese off the walking path?
Community needs to be made better aware of the benefits this building has. It’s a treasure.
DONT USE
I have never utilized this warming house
I thought the warming house was closed. I never see it open or being used.
Ice skating
Improve paved parking near Warming House.
Instead of having signs that say no fishing, there should be signs that welcome fishing.
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Larger facility with additional kitchen appliances. More parking near facility would be good too.
Publicize this to residents that it is not just for ice skating! I attended a graduation open house this summer and I
discovered it is a nice facility for outdoor or indoor, especially if weather turns bad, an event can still be held!
Skating
The ducks are pooping everywhere, is there a way to keep them off the path so we do not have to dodge duck
poop while walking?
The goose crap is bad. Look into having Trugreen applying "flight control" to the area.
Update the appearance of the inside. it costs more and looks way worse than the facilities at bay court in
Clarkston
Upgrade/repave/improve parking area.
Upgrading the interior appearance and amenities to appeal to a greater range of visitors and their needs would be
a smart investment.
Use the fire pit for evening gatherings -- hot dogs, smores. Ice skating. Maybe a carved pumpkin display.
Year-round restroom, better parking
a larger stove and refrigerator
additional dock or updated one
community events like ice skating night, craft show, dance, or stories by the fire
if the geese could be deterred from the area it could be enjoyable, the smell and the feces from the birds make
walking the paths very unpleasant, maybe a fence to keep geese of pathways
indoor area for cooking for baby showers and parties
making it clear if ice skating is allowed, as I see it constant, yet it says keep off ice? If allowed, perhaps events with
bonfires and skating, Christmas music, etc.
na
open in the winter for ice skating-clear a portion of pond of snow
pickleball courts
pond has garbage in it. Needs to be dragged, sweep away goose droppings
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35.What types of activities and programs would you like to see more of at Waterford Township's
Parks?
60
51.3

51

50
39.9

Percent

40

38.2

37.3

35.6

30

24.5
19.1

20

11.1
10

Value

Percent

Nature/Outdoor classes and programs

51.3%

Adult Programs

51.0%

Fitness classes

39.9%

Children's programs

38.2%

Senior programs

37.3%

Teen programs

35.6%

Travel programs

24.5%

Programs for special needs

19.1%

Other - Write In

11.1%

Other - Write In

Programs for special needs

Travel programs

Teen programs

Senior programs

Children's programs

Fitness classes

Adult Programs

Nature/Outdoor classes and
programs

0

Other - Write In
Dog park
A women's basketball league
Advertise
As a township, we need to become more pedestrian friendly, however the parks assist will only benefit the
community.
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Bike paths
Complementary health programs
Dog Park
Dog park and something other than baseball and soccer
Evening Senior Programs
Guided tours for adults, LOVE the outdoor fitness, winter events for adults
How about adding adult soccer?
I would like to see a geo caching club started.
I would like to see opportunities for non-senior adults. Everything right now seems focused on kids and seniors.
Please don't forget about those of us in the middle!
I'd love to see more evening and weekend options for toddlers
I'm in my 80s but I want all facilities to have age-appropriate programs
Infant/toddler offerings
Low cost programs for families w/o a lot of money but want to be active
More Babysitting preparation classes, first aid classes, CPR classes
More hunting, fishing and wildlife programs.
More of everything
Need to get out in the public more. Some of these we have never heard of. Pretty bad after living here for 58 years.
New Community Center/Recreation Center
Outdoor fitness activities, community outreach programs
Photography, Adult Art Classes, Yoga
Programs which help empower us to help each other and our environment thrive
Senior day trips
Special needs programs need to be more appropriate for different ages. A 30 yr old does not have the same
interests as a 7th grader.
Survival skills
The Get Fit in the Park was MY FAVORITE....having more of these would be outstanding!
There is not much that I participate in right now. Although I look forward to in the future. I am Adult / Senior
Think you do a great job with all programs
Travel programs for those other than seniors.
WCA type of association for girls
cooking and health programs
dog park
fitness classes with evening hours 6:30pm or later
travel sports leagues
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work the youth
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36.If there is a person with a disability in your family, please indicate which of the following would
make the Waterford Township parks more user-friendly for you and your family member. Please
check all that apply.
70
60.6
60

Percent

50

40
28.9

30

21.8

20.8

19

20

13.7

12
10

1.1
0
Flatter, easier Accessible
grades
playgrounds

Accessible
parking

Accessible
waterfront
access

Accessible Paved/hard Other - Write
Not
restrooms surfaced trails
In
applicable

Value

Percent

Flatter, easier grades

20.8%

Accessible playgrounds

12.0%

Accessible parking

19.0%

Accessible waterfront access

13.7%

Accessible restrooms

28.9%

Paved/hard surfaced trails

21.8%

Other - Write In

1.1%

Not applicable

60.6%
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37.What do you like best about Waterford Township's Parks?

Response
Clean and safe
We like Hess Hathaway and CAI building programs for children and families the most. We love the programming, the
staff, and the amenities. The playground at Hess Hathaway is outstanding. I am proud to be a Waterford citizen and
we look forward to the new Parks and Recreation building. I would gladly pay more tax dollars for Parks and
recreation for whatever they need.
Variety of sports and events
How many there are and the cleanliness.
Many options close to home
Variety of the parks
There are a lot to choose from.
The natural environment. Don't let the need for improvements over shadow nature.
There are so many to choose from, located throughout the township.
Lots of variety of each site.
The variety
Clean. Simple
Hard to say they need lots of improvements. I have lived here for 20 years and have not seen a lot of focus on these
parks. It's very sad
The variety and number of programs; thank you!
There are so many! I just realized that there were several I wasn't aware of. I think people don't know all there is
available
playgrounds
Great variety of programs and park availability
That there are so many to choose from.
They are a safe clean place to bring your kids and enjoy outdoor activities.
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What I would like to see is sign posted for dog walkers that all dogs most be leashed at all times and if you see one
with a yellow ribbon it means approach carefully bc the dog has been attacked before and is nervous around other
dogs. Too many people think trails are for dogs to just run free. So not safe.
Availability and diversity
There are many different parks that are well maintained
The number of parks, variety of facilities
Variety of parks
We love Hess-Hathaway and take our Grandkids there often. We also love the spaghetti dinners and senior
luncheons and attend whenever we can.
Senior programs, assistance and services.
clean and secure
proactive and responds to survey
That there is always somewhere to go, a place to be outside or play and learn, well maintained, the variety of them,
etc. It's such a home-town atmosphere, and the historical village is incredible, while I can walk my dog across the
street in the nature center, I love it.
Variety
There are many parks to visit.
How many there are!!!!!!
The variety of overall options
The fact we have parks that are maintained is great and just having a variety of parks to enjoy very nice.
MEATING NEW PEOPLE
I don't use them - I use Oakland County parks more frequently because of my dog. I used Waterford Twp. parks
more when my now adult children were young.
The recreation center is great & houses great programs for seniors.
They are relatively well placed throughout the township, although Hess Hathaway having the most activities is not
very convenient for those of us on the north side, especially in the evenings when traffic is bad getting to Williams
Lake Road.
A good variety of options. Several locations throughout the community.
Hiking, biking
Civic Center Soccer Park is beautiful and well maintained.
The Clinton River!
That we have them. That we have good programs. That we are considering the possibilities of more and improved.
People at the Recreation Center are awesome!
They exist
Overall well maintained. Would like more full family oriented physical activities with parents/guardians actively
interacting with children.
not anything really, compared to other cities and townships
Ease of access
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The ones we have used over the years have been great...Could they be better. Probably, but they were/are great
places for what we did in them. Softball fields were what you would expect, Hess Hathaway is simply awesome and
has been for many years.
For most part they are nice to have access to, more signs to all parks would be nice. Also, I like when the parks are
kept up and clean, that should be a priority. Also Recycle bins should be installed.
They are ok
I'm glad there are activities.
We have only lived in Waterford for two years, so we have not been able to visit all of the parks yet.
Well maintained
I am thankful that we have so many parks and lakes. I am happy that the staff at Parks and Rec are actively seeking
the thoughts and concerns of its residents. I feel that there are so many areas for improvement and this is an
opportunity for those who can make a difference to do something outstanding and lasting for generations to come.
They are close and free to get into
I don't like how Marion Park has been left to rot and attract bad activities, drug addicts and homeless people to live
there- it's been left to waste and is a hazard to our community- especially next to the massive acreage of Summit
Place Mall. Please help and make this park great again- it's such an asset to our community and can be made terrific
again with low cost strategies. And I want to help with this by donating my time and ideas- my email is:
tany_ltu@hotmail.com
They are spread out in the community for Everyone and a majority of them have water features
They are very open and nice parks.
price of the children's programs, they are very affordable!
We don’t go to many, but more information about parks location and maybe maps of trails and such. I was unaware
we had so many nature trails nearby. Perhaps a user guide to trails - length, difficulty etc. to navigate with kids
CAI programs for seniors
Softball games. Walks a and bike rides
Convenient and clean (when a restroom is unlocked and available!!)
That we have such a variety to choose from for all needs.
Their proximity to the area's waters and designated areas. They're generally well kept, shaded and clean.
Close and easy to get to.
I didn't know there was so many.
Like that we have many options. Some that remain undeveloped.
there’s a lot of them and each one is different
I have lived here my whole life and had no idea that there were so many! Time to go exploring... I think our parks are
wonderful, as are the programs offered in them, and the marketing for them.
They're close by and always fun to go to! I like to take picnic items.
That we have green spaces throughout the township and good people looking after them
We raised our children here and enjoyed most of the parks. Our sons were in baseball, basketball and scouts and
our granddaughter played soccer. My daughter and her husband joined my husband and I in yoga classes. And I
most are recently went with a friend to concert at Hess Park.
They are plentiful
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I can find inexpensive things to do in my own backyard/area that are fun, friendly and affordable.
They are clean
There are a lot available and easily accessed.
That there are so many, and everyone is so friendly and welcoming.
I love the sports options for kids. The staff are always kind and helpful. I like the summer day camp options for kids
as well.
They're in Waterford. Can't bet that!
I had no idea how many there were! I love the parks I use.
The kids play areas
VARIETY OF WALKING PATHS/TRAILS.
Convenience. There are parks all around the township that are highly usable.
The number of options to take the family to
Number and variety
Variety.
Love Hess Hathaway!
The parks are easily accessible and clean.
I love that there are so many options for baseball fields/softball fields. Hess Hathaway is great with the fenced in area
surrounding the playground for parents with multiple kids who maybe helping one, so they don't have to worry about
the others running out to the parking lot.
Variety offered. Easy to get to -- IF you have a car.
The variety of parks and activities. The many locations, even though until taking this survey I did not realize there are
so many parks in Waterford. And I've lived here 30 years. I know what I'm going to be doing the rest of the summer.
😊
They are for the most part clean.
They are all well-kept and a great place to walk my dog, with exception to Hess Hathaway (no dogs allowed).
For the most part maintained well. To offset the improvements the township could pass costs onto pay to play
organizations. Like Corsairs, Warriors and the various baseball/softball teams. They are sizeable the cost would be
minimal to the families.
Proximity, cleanliness
They are clean, offer a variety of things at each one. Most of them have some sort of restroom. Safe.
I like that there are multiple parks which allows a good variety of activities & programs.
I love the complete fence at Hess. How open and clean it is.
They're holdouts of nature in an area that's being rapidly developed. There are areas of Waterford where there is
almost no greenspace left and keeping these areas as natural as possible is crucial both for recreation/education and
the well-being of local wildlife. I hope the parks will continue to provide habitats for animals who are being pushed out
by ever-expanding housing and shopping developments. For me, having "wild" spaces with the least disruptive trails
and structures possible is very important. We chose to live in this area partly because of the abundance of nature,
treed areas, wildlife, and natural waterways, and I'm passionate about the need to maintain those features.
Parks are often located "right in the neighborhood."
Close to home, playgrounds and maintained nature trails for our young family
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programs and children's activities
They are all clean and good sized.
Commitment of the parties
I love Drayton Plains Nature Center, Hess-Hathaway, and Bay point for the sheer uniqueness!
Memories of playing there as a child
There are many.
The amount and variety of parks we have
I love that fact that we have a good variety of parks in Waterford to fit the needs of all ages. :)
Clean, many to choose from, reasonably priced for rental.
That there is a variety of parks with a variety of things to do.
They are well kept! It's clear they are taken care of by people who are passionate about what they do. They are
clean, maintained, and safe.
Some of these parks listed I had no idea even existed and I've lived in Waterford all my life.
Have not been to a park on years. Not much for senior citizens that I know of.
Lots of options!!
That they are used by many groups.
Playgrounds that are enclosed. My grandson is autistic, and he elopes (runs), so enclosed areas are best for him.
well kept
The variety, the upkeep, the activities for certain age groups.
Quiet areas. Still feel wild/rural. Takes advantage of our outdoor resources. Nice variety of organized and natural
activities
That there are so many, and such a variety of things to do there! A farm, a historical museum, a fishing pier, a nature
center, places to do my dog walking, etc.
Events
Not a lot. Need some major improvements.
They make good use of our beautiful natural resources
I didn't even know half these parks existed in Waterford. Maybe more events or activities to introduce the parks to
everyone?
close to my house, easy access and safe playground for my lil one
Nature!
Somewhere safe to take my grandkids
The variety
We have a lot of parks...a few are amazing, but most are pretty rustic. All should have restrooms and wheelchair
accessibility.
They are beautiful
Always a park within 5 miles of my home
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Many to choose from
The tree's and trails. Love bird watching and other animals. There's a lot to choose from.
That there is no admission fee and that they all get used on a regular seasonal basis.
There is no cost for admission
We need a skate park and a dog park. Seems like most parks are strictly for baseball and soccer. Only 1 park is for
children and no one can ride their bike to it because no sidewalks and it's in the far corner of Waterford, Hess
Hathaway. We also need a downtown district
Easy access
The variety we have and that we have the ability to provide not only places to play but to learn as well. We need to
highlight and promote places like DPNC and our waterways, so people are aware all that is here and realize we have
pretty awesome facilities in our own backyards!
I personally don't use them.
The abundance of parks available. Ieasn'r award of over half of them
Good choices.
Locations
I like the number of parks Waterford has, but I wonder if at least some planned events should be directed for seniors
who occasionally like an outdoor picnic "for old times’ sake"?
close proximity and variety
TH E ABUNDANCE OF THEM
Given the municipal financial roller coaster of the last decade, the parks have really done well with great leadership.
The parks are well located throughout the community and most neighborhoods have a park in walking distance.
Being a lifelong resident, there are parks I've still not been to which is something to be said. The parks have
activities for all ages, and enough can't be said about the Golden Agers keeping our seniors active in their later
years. The parks and lakes are the best asset to advertise for a Waterford lifestyle.
I like that I don't have to go far to be at a park. I like that they are well maintained (free of litter, mowed, and easy to
navigate w/o huge potholes).
Ease of access
Nice variety of programs offered.
They are free.
I really like the variety of activities offered. You are not going to be able to please everyone, but I think you’re doing
great, keep up the good work.
I was unaware of how much this program had to offer. I will now explore.
I like the variety of programs and classes available. It is very robust, and we value it.
Open Spaces, easily accessed from neighborhoods
The large number of them
the availability
Variety.
I wish there was an online sheet that you could check to see if a baseball field was available. There are lots of times
the kids want to just play for fun and we don't know what's available
My boys love the farm at Hess Hathaway.
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There are many available
I do like the accessibility of them to the residents of Waterford.
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38.What one thing would you do to improve Waterford Township's Parks?

Response
More playgrounds
I look forward to a new Parks and recreation building. The other building needs too much work in function and in
general looks.
I've lived in Waterford for 20 years and have never been to or heard of some of these parks and what they offer.
Maybe more materials available to the public to increase awareness?
Security and attractiveness of Marion Park. Our house backs up to this park and we've watched it degrade over the
past ten years. There are bums and ex-cons living in tents in this park.
I wish there were more neighborhood parks. I have lived in other areas where there was an abundance of useable
parks I noticed a much stronger sense of community. There seems to be a strong emphasis placed on team sport
facilities, and very little general use and play structure facilities for families.
bathrooms at parks
Indoor plumbing at all parks.
General maintenance of existing facilities.
Replace the CAI with a new facility.
Picnic facilities.
I really enjoy the summer activities and concerts at Hess-Hathaway, I would like to see more types of these
activities
Adding more restrooms
Better advertising of what they offer.
Provide a one-page summary of the parks and their offerings (with a map to identify locations). Many of these
parks I didn't know existed.
Add these lists and info if parks to the booklet. Didn't know about them all
Make sure there is restrooms and that during baseball and other activities these restrooms are unlocked
A new rec center!
Awareness. People need to know what you have.
Bathrooms instead of porta potties
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add more trails and a splash pad
Bigger play structures and splash parks for all parks.
Better maintenance of the baseball fields.
Better/more restrooms and drinking fountains
One of them needs a water feature, like a splash zone like Indian Springs metro park has.
More money from the percentage of tax revenue needs to be generated for our Park system. Look at adjoining
communities such as Clarkston Rochester
Bathrooms. Bathrooms. Parking. Parking.
Signs
Seems like volleyball is very popular and think you might consider offering additional times for volleyball at CAI.
Youth sports programs
Post/provide all game schedules for all parks so finding a field for practices is easier.
Advertising to seniors. Many seniors don't know about services.
Most of the parks I have never been to. How about an "open house" at each park during the year to show people
what is at each park? Maybe just an information table set up to discuss the park.
charge admission (1.00) if you are not a resident.
A splash pad somewhere would be awesome
clean up, make sign boards if needed
Updated and expanded play yards, similar to what Clarkston's Bay court has--larger structures where kids can
explore and play stories. Water parks, splash parks, etc.
Nothing
Many seem dated and need maintaining
They need to be made "desirable" to be at. If they look nice and have fun activities to do while there, residents will
continue to go. Our community will hopefully become healthier and our parks will become a draw for families
moving into the area.
Nothing comes to mind
Walking areas with older adults in mind, places them to rest/sit and relax. Older adults need things to do and keep
them moving without a much physical street.
NOTHING
Dog park please!
I would like to see more outdoor community programming available at the civic center park - outdoor concerts, etc.
make people more aware of how many and where
I have lived here over 19 years and I didn't even know about 3/4 of these parks. 😞
More seasonal amenities like outdoor ice rinks, splash pads or sledding hills. Outdoor fitness/agility course
Schedule of events and reservations online. I would love to be able to go online and see that a baseball field or
soccer field is in use isn’t ad of driving around and looking for a place to play with my kids. I love that the fiis lads
get use, but I've used them before and had teams show up that claim it is reserved for them to practice. A simple
online system could make this easier.
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Better hours at CAI Building. Open on weekends would be nice.
Advertise and spotlight what we have. Both existing and unimproved.
New Recreation Center
The few parks I've driven past have always been empty. I never knew anyone used them. I moved to Waterford in
1980 and I've always thought there were a couple of farms in the area that were open to school children. The rest
of the stuff is just pretty scenery, not for actual used by anyone. Not that I've seen in thirty years, living and working
in Waterford.
Add updated Play equipment including accessible equipment and trails
Visibility and reasons to go there
Smoother and broader handicapped paths; more sun shelter at sports fields for folks observing activity.
more maintenance and work on fields,, really bad taking care of fields....
Maybe work to get more nature trails, bike trails, etc...also continue to get the community involved in service
projects to keep the parks up...scout projects, school projects, etc...
The old CAI building is old, windows are bad. Temperature is not consistent in summer or winter. Floor not clean
and we are on the floor doing yoga.
Fitness club fee is too high.
Just keep clean and nice looking. Also, some type of security. Drinking fountains for both people and pets
They are ok
There should be flag poles with our American flag at all of the ball diamonds.
Splash pad/water area at Hess Hathaway
The major concern I have is the lack of connectivity between the parks. If there was a way to provide at least a
single bike path which would link the parks together we as a community would have something to brag about. It
would show that Waterford is concerned about quality of life for its residents and newcomers. It would provide a
fun, new activity in the area, and opportunities for forward thinking developments and amenities. We have so much
to offer in this area and it seems like there just isn't the support or interest to really make this a wonderful place to
be and visit.
All parks need to be brought up to date, we need a splash pad in the area and all public restrooms need to be up to
date
I'd love to donate my time and ideas to improving these parks especially Marion Park.
I think we need a splash pad or outdoor community pool
Every Park should have some kids outdoor equipment so the little ones can be occupied during events they may
not want to be at.
a splash pad for sure!!!
I would love love love love a splashpad. Where I grew up there was a community pool in every town. The wave
pool is expensive to frequent. A splash pad would be perfect.
Access to Elizabeth Lake Woods. Swamp is a barrier.
A better sign at Herrington. Restrooms made available at Rotary.
Make them friendlier to single people and add a safer feel for using in evening (low light), especially for women
additional splash pads for summer play. They are easy ways for families to get outside and cool off when it is not
possible to visit the beach.
Upgrade ball fields.
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improve signage and let people know they are available.
Spray park!!
The actual Parks & Rec building exterior and surrounding grounds are very unattractive.
There is a lot of goose poop at the Civic center area. The sidewalks are almost not passable because of the poop
and the geese hanging around. Find a humane way to get rid of the geese! Or lessen the population by ALOT!
keep doing what you are doing.
Make a dog park near water. As is I have to drive to Lake Orion to take my dogs to the lake. My subdivision
beach does not allow dogs on the beach.
Hess Hathaway is such a nice park I think people should have to buy an annual sticker to get in.
Nice landscaping at all parks
Nicer restrooms all around. Number 1 concern!!!
As someone with young kids, I'd like to see more playgrounds. When we are at baseball games for my oldest my
youngest is always bummed there isn't a playground; away games (in other cities) almost always have
playgrounds so he's starting to dislike home games!
better supervision by township and police
Make it fun for all ages. Have more intergenerational activities to promote community at all age levels.
Community Center for sure.
Trails / walk ability
The kids play equipment
For baseball/ soccer fields- look at Clintonwood Park in Clarkston
Get rid of the alcohol. Repaint buildings. Lighting for parking lots.
Keep up the good work on capital improvements
Waterford needs an updated/new recreation/community center especially for the winter months use.
Upgrade the facilities.
Have more bathrooms available.
The security & access to actual bathrooms that are cleaner than outhouses and family friendly. I wish there were
more outdoor basketball courts. My oldest loves basketball and would love to do that while his brother's play on the
play ground at hess hathaway
Shuttle buses (or some form of public transportation) to parks and events. Better safety -- as a senior citizen, I
don't feel safe -- maybe more visible security officers are needed.
an interactive map as to where all these parks are maybe out of the neighborhoods and more on the main drags
Greater advertisement of the parks.
Have more concerts in the park. More adult programs. Have a larger craft show at the Civic center... it was cool,
but have more vendors, maybe music, dog events/adoptions, things for kids to do. Make it fun!
Sidewalks, hard walking paths, restrooms
Have more events to get more people going there. And more accessible bathrooms at some.
More awareness, better signage. I have lived very close to several of the parks in this survey for 3 years & had no
idea they were there. Perhaps signage along nearby main/secondary roads.
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More info out to residents. I just moved here. Did not know of most of the parks mentioned.
Make sure that the children (and adults) in Waterford are educated on the importance of protecting wildlife and
their habitats. These creatures are so much more important than another strip mall or playground.
Allow others, outside parks and Rec program, to offer classes and activities in the parks and Rec booklet (even if
they have to pay a small fee). Maintain connection with the past - for example the CAI building was a community
effort to build so there would be a place for community events and groups. It would be nice if that sense of
community and history was maintained. Let people know Waterford has always been community minded. We
need some kind of "all community organizations and churches, schools and local business event" that brings
people together. Or even go back to the August Oakland County Fair at the CAI but with more resources for people
displayed.
Longer hours at Hess Hathaway park in winter
I would like to see a dog park. The closest one is in Wixom. It would be nice to have one closer.
Take advantage of bodies of water-kayaking and fishing
More money should be allocated for these important places
More security/police presence
The recreation soccer program would be best served by being taken over by the Warriors Soccer Club, just as
most big cities let their travel soccer clubs run the recreational soccer as well.
High quality restrooms with drinking fountains
It would be nice to have an outdoor ice skating rink where anyone could skate at no charge. Benches around or
not. How about some free Tai Chi in the Park for anyone/everyone on a weekly or twice a week basis? No
equipment necessary.
Need some TLC
Let people know what's out there! I wasn't aware of what they offer or where they were located until this survey.
There are many parks I didn't know about in the area. Getting more information out to residents could help.
Variety. While Hess & the Nature Center offer some variety, the remainder of the parks have very similar offerings.
Tennis courts, basketball courts, disc golf, splash pad, and an ice rink would be some wonderful improvements to
consider.
Improve overall condition and appearance of parks. Make them comparable to surrounding areas. Clarkston. White
lake, Bloomfield
I have lived in Waterford for 9 years and have never heard of some of these parks until today. I tried finding out
more information about the trails at Marion Park, for example, but could not locate anything other than it has
parking and trails. Please have better information about these parks that is more accessible to the community! I
follow the Parks & Rec dept on Facebook -- perhaps occasionally post about the parks in our community, even if
there's not a specific event happening there?
Advertising public access
A splash pad for sure!!!
Marketing - I didn't even know that most of the parks included in this survey even existed. I will have to check them
out!
general facilities (restrooms, drinking fountains, etc.) consistent & accessible across all parks.
rotary, etc.) when not in use by teams.

Some locked (e.g.

Improve awareness of facilities and programs
There are so many activities for kids 12 and under, but not much for teens. I would like to see areas where teens
could get together informally and have fun. A skateboard park would be a nice place for teens to get together
during the summer, rather than sitting behind their computers all day. Like a lot of teens, my son and his friends
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are busy during the summer with scouting, summer practices, and work, but when they have free time, it's games
on the computer with friends. Meanwhile, my friend's 6-year-old daughter has an endless amount of activities
available to her through the parks and recs of Waterford and surrounding communities.
I think Waterford needs a dog park
Bathrooms.
Taking advantage of what we have here in Waterford, so the lakes area parks offering kayaks or paddleboards?
The nature center doing outdoor yoga 3-season long? More places to sled or enjoy the outdoors?
Add more children/teen programs.
Restroom upgrades, paved areas for handicapped. Make it be like other cities that have nice facilities why don't
are people in charge take a good hard look at this. Stop asking the residents half the time my parents cannot not
go to my kids softball and soccer games because they need handicapped restrooms and facilities to get out on the
field other cities have this.
Promote trails and use of parks in the schools.
Make people more aware of the things like the kayak launches and hiking trails.
Bike trails! Long, wide, paved bike trails!
Put a swing gate at the Fish Hatchery .. .please the cars are back there all night . Why are cars back there at 1,2 3
in the morning it can’t be good.
upkeep
More family events, more playground equipment, a splash pad,
The baseball fields need better upkeep. The dugouts need to provide shelter from the sun for these kids.
Flag poles at ball diamonds.
Splash pad
More equipment for special needs children
Get someone to run parks and Rec that can handle it
Have full time. Caretakers
Provide restrooms and widen the trails.
Make people more aware of some of the locations. A few of them that were on the survey I didn't know about
Additional signage
See last page
Restrooms always need improving
The overall "look". I believe we need to invest in updating our facilities and making them more user friendly and
accessible to all.
More bathrooms & walking paths.
Make them handicap accessible.
Update
Make more inviting and noticeable when driving by
Support of all of the community, whether or not the facilities are used by all. I don't choose to attend sports events
any more but I certainly support and encourage that they be provided with good venues.
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RESTROOMS, DRINKING FOUNTAINS
It's not just a park thing, but the township NEEDS to think pedestrian to stay competitive in a millennial world and
beyond. Even the creation of a map, showing a Waterford Trail to each park connected through neighborhoods
would inspire bicycling excursions and a mini exploration guide. Do not use main roads, use the assets of the
township through backroads to direct pedestrians around. Every lake should be touched by it, every park should
be touched by it. Just a thought. Have local businesses organized by the chamber to sponsor the map.
More information about what is happening in parks.
More outdoor experiences or programs. An example is Santa's Sleigh Ride through the Nature Center. Identifying
nocturnal animals program is another idea.
Add adult volleyball leagues, outdoor for the summer.
More info about parks and where located. Maybe highlight 1 park a month in your newsletters and brochures. If
you are not a sports fan or participant you do not know about many of these facilities.
A dog park.
I wish more baseball programs were offered for children older than 10 that do not want to play travel ball or are not
ready.
I would like to see one or two carnivals a year with the profits going back into improvements.
Make sure they are all safe and more people will take advantage of what is there.
We need more and better walking trails and not dirt ones everywhere throughout Waterford!
My kids play baseball and I play softball. Most of the time we are either at Shell, Rotary, Herrington, and
sometimes Lions park. For those fields it would be nice to have lighted parking lots as well as paved parking,
instead of dirt.
Accessibility to all ages and abilities
Offer support groups etc. offer more make it and take it classes for adults. Wine and painting classes, making
jewelry, adults scavenger hunts etc. please refer to earlier answers for more ideas.
Handicap accessibility
More walking paths.
Winter hours at some parks could be expanded. Especially early/late fall when we still have some nice days.
No comment
Improve parking lots.
More adult activities
I would love for Waterford to put their focus into one park and make it something that Waterford is known for.
Waterford has many parks to visit, but they are just "ok." If we put our focus into one, maybe two, parks and put
paves trails, restrooms, courts, upgrades the fields, put sledding hills or an ice rink in, it would attract more
residents and it might help to "put Waterford on the map!"
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39.What is your zip code?
45

42.8

40
35

Percent

30

27.3

25
19

20
15
10

5.8

5

2

1

1

0.8

0.3

0.3

48346

48324

48340

48382

48368

48359

0
48329

48327

48328

Other Write In

Value

Percent

48329

42.8%

48327

27.3%

48328

19.0%

Other - Write In

5.8%

48346

2.0%

48324

1.0%

48340

1.0%

48382

0.8%

48368

0.3%

48359

0.3%

Other - Write In
48386
48348
48350
48442
48462
48323
48346
48371
48383
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40.What is your age?
25

23.5
22.5
20.3

20.3

20

Percent

15

9.4

10

5
2.5
1.5
0
18-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

Value

Percent

18-29

2.5%

30-39

23.5%

40-49

22.5%

50-59

20.3%

60-69

20.3%

70-79

9.4%

80 +

1.5%
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Appendix C
Funding Sources for Parks and Recreation Projects
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Match requirement – minimum of 25%
Development grants
Minimum Grant Request $15,000
Maximum Grant Request $300,000
Acquisition grants
No minimum or maximum
Goals of MNRTF Board
o Resource Protection – very important
o Water Access
o Community Recreation
o Urban Recreation
o Economic Development
Due annually on April 1
www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Administered by MNRTF, applications due annually on April 1
50% match required
Minimum grant request $30,000 ($60,000 project total)
Maximum grant request $300,000 ($600,000 project total)
Funds a wide variety of outdoor recreation projects
www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants

Michigan Recreation Passport Grant (RPG)
•
•
•
•
•

Administered by MNRTF, applications due annually on April 1
Match requirement – minimum of 25%
Minimum Grant Request $7,500
Maximum Grant Request $150,000
www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants

Michigan Department of Transportation - Transportation Alternatives Program
•
•

•
•

For non-motorized transportation and rehabilitation & operation of historic transportation
buildings, structures, or facilities (bridges, railroad depot, etc.)
Eligible applicants include county road commissions, cities, and villages. Other organizations
may sponsor applications (i.e. County Road Commission or local MDOT office sponsors an
application)
Rolling online application process
www.michigan.gov/mdot - Go to “Projects and Programs”.
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Other Programs to Consider: Specific sports and sports foundations
United States Tennis Association (USTA) –
•
•

funding for tennis courts and programs
www.usta.com

Major League Baseball
•

Baseball Tomorrow Fund, more info at www.baseballtomorrow.com

United States Soccer
•

www.ussoccerfoundation.org

Safe Routes to School
•
o
o
o
o
o
•
•

For projects near elementary and middle schools:
Sidewalks and off-street pedestrian facilities
On-street and off-street bicycle facilities
Traffic calming and speed reduction
Pedestrian and bicycle crossing improvements
Traffic diversion improvements in the vicinity of schools
Need to complete the safe routes planning process to apply
www.saferoutesmichigan.org

Trust for Public Land (TPL)
•

•

Conservation Transactions: TPL helps structure, negotiate, and complete land transactions
that create parks, playgrounds, and protected natural areas. TPL serves as an independent
agent, buying land from willing landowners and then transferring it to public agencies, land
trusts, or other groups for protection. In some instances, TPL will protect land through
conservation easements, which restrict development but permit traditional uses such as
farming and ranching.
More information at www.tpl.org

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Grants
•
•
•

Must be part of a watershed management plan
Projects aimed at reducing nonpoint source pollution (streambank and shoreline
stabilization, rain gardens, erosion control, conservation easements)
www.michigan.gov/deq - Go to “Surface Water” and then to “Non-point Source Pollution”.

Community Forestry Grant Program
•

•
•

Projects that develop or enhance urban and community forestry resources in Michigan.
Project categories are: Management and Planning, Education and Training, Library
Resources and Tree Planting.
50% match required.
http://www.mi.gov/dnrucf - Go to “Community Forestry Grants”.

Community Foundations, Private Foundations, and Endowments
•

Community Foundation for Waterford area.
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Adoption Documentation
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Gary Wall, Supervisor
Sue Camilleri, Clerk
Margaret Birch, Treasurer
Anthony M. Bartolotta, Trustee
Arthur Frasca, Trustee
Karen Joliat, Trustee
Steven Thomas, Trustee

5200 Civic Center Drive
Waterford, Michigan 48329-3773
Telephone: (248) 674-5441 Fax: (248) 618-7674
waterfordmi.gov

Department of Parks & Recreation
Alison Swanson, Director
Recreation Board Members
Donna Kelley, Chairperson
Jerry Beseau
Allison Buczek
Darin Chidester
Dan Ludwig
J.R. Olerich
Rob Petrusha
Linda Zabik

Waterford Parks and Recreation Board
Public Hearing for Review of Parks and Recreation Plan
Tuesday, January 22, 2019
Waterford Recreation Center, 5640 Williams Lake Road
Meeting Minutes (Draft)
I.

Call to Order: Donna Kelley called meeting to order, 6:33p.m. Motion to approve made by Jerry
Beseau, supported by Darin Chidester. Motion approved.
Members Present: Jerry Beseau, Allison Buczek, Darin Chidester, Donna Kelley, and Dan Ludwig
Not Present: J.R. Olerich, Linda Zabik and Rob Petrusha
Also Present: Alison Swanson, Alan Bean, AICP, Spicer Group, Inc., Gary Wall, Margaret Birch,
Paul Birch, Gordon Briggs, Susan Steck, Amanda Lucero, Edward Lucero, Darryl Hudiburgh, Pat
Ludwig, Steve McCready, Jessie Cobb, Rebecca Cobb, and Jennifer Chidester

II.

Presentation of Waterford's Five Year Park Plan
a) Alan Bean, AICP, Spicer Group discussed the basis for a parks and recreation plan, how it
would be utilized and the various grant opportunities that are available to Waterford once the
Parks and Recreation Plan is filed and approved with the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources.
b) Alison Swanson, Parks and Recreation Director, reviewed the Parks and Recreation Plan in its
entirety, and discussed the measures that have been taken since 2018 by the Parks and
Recreation Department to involve the community and obtain input during the process of creating
this Plan.

III.

Public Comments
a) Amanda Lucero, resident and Clarkson-Waterford Kiwanis Club Member, inquired how trails
specifically at the Drayton Plains Nature Center could be improved and made accessible while
still keeping the area natural. Alison Swanson indicated that the Parks and Recreation Plan
indicates trail improvements, which is a broad goal and that any specific trail improvements at
that facility in particular, would have to be done under the guidance and advisement of the Six
Rivers Land Conservancy who holds a Conservation Easement on the property at the Drayton
Plains Nature Center.

IV.

Resolution to Recommend Adoption: Donna Kelley, Chairperson, read the Resolution to
Recommend Adoption of the Waterford Parks and Recreation Plan aloud. Motion to approve the
Resolution to Recommend Adoption of the Waterford Township Parks and Recreation Plan made
by Jerry Beseau, supported by Allison Buczek. Motion Approved.

V.

Motion to Adjourn: Motion made by Dan Ludwig to adjourn, supported by Allison Buczek. Motion
approved Meeting adjourned 7:26p.m.

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD
MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2019

MINUTES
TOWN HALL AUDITORIUM
6:00 P.M.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Gary Wall, Supervisor
Margaret Birch, Treasurer
Anthony Bartolotta, Trustee
Art Frasca, Trustee
Karen Joliat, Trustee
Steven Thomas, Trustee
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Sue Camilleri, Clerk
OTHERS PRESENT:
Julie Josselyn
John Lyman
Dan Stickel
Shelly Schloss
Derek Diederich
Sally Hart
Jim Christopher
Josh Dorman
Jim Cooper
Dan Spohr
Ryan Wells

Dan D
Owen Straight
Erik McLean
Trever Gignac
Ken Green
Marcia Green
Kari Vlaeminck
Colin Wells
Kyle Cummings
J. Todd
Jen Thom

Barb Miller
Tim Green
Noah Lesner
Alison Swanson
Judge Todd Fox
Joan Rogers
Dohn Lyons
Matt Covey
Gary Allison

Supervisor Gary Wall called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. and asked for a moment of silence for the brave
men and women who have served our Country and then lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.
1.1

APPROVE AGENDA
January 28, 2019
Moved by Bartolotta;
Seconded by Thomas, RESOLVED, to amend the January 28, 2019, agenda by removing item 3.1 Goodfellows
- Award Presentation.
Motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Thomas;
Seconded by Joliat, RESOLVED, to approve the January 28, 2019 agenda, as amended.
Motion carried unanimously.

January 28, 2019
2.
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

2.6

2.7

3.
3.1
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Friends of the Library Used Book Sale will be held on Saturday February 2, 2019, 10:00 a.m. -4:30 p.m.
and Sunday, February 3, 2019, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. with the bag sale, $5/bag, from 2:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m.
The annual Valentine's Daddy Daughter Dance will be held on Saturday, February 9, 2019, at the
Waterford Recreation Center. Pre-registration is required. Contact Parks and Recreation for more
information at 248-674-5441 or visit waterfordmi.gov/parks.
Winter 2018 taxes are payable without penalty through February 14, 2019. See the tax bill, front and
back, for more information. To review tax information and/or to pay taxes online, please visit
www.waterfordmi.gov/taxes
Waterford Township administrative offices and the Library will be closed Monday, February 18, 2019 in
observance of Presidents’ Day. Emergency services remain available during this administrative closure.
The annual State of the Township breakfast event will be held on Wednesday, February 20, 2019, at
7:30am at the Overtyme Fireside Lounge. Hear firsthand from Township Supervisor Gary Wall &
Waterford School District Superintendent Dr. Keith Wunderlich about what's being accomplished now and
what's in store for the community in 2019. Visit the Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce website
www.waterfordchamber.org for more information and to purchase tickets at $20 per person - advance
registration only.
The Charter Township of Waterford is looking for community minded people to serve on various Township
Boards. Board members are required to attend approximately one to two meetings a month. If you are
interested in serving your community please contact the Supervisor's office via e-mail
supervisor@waterfordmi.gov or call 248-674-6201.
Are you a Waterford business owner or do you know a Waterford business who is celebrating a milestone
business anniversary 25+ years in 2019? Let us know! We are now taking nominations for anniversary
awards at the upcoming 2019 Business Recognition Breakfast. Call or email the Supervisor's office 248674-6201 supervisor@waterfordmi.gov
AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS
Introduction of New Board of Education Member, Julie Josselyn
Newly elected school board member, Ms. Julie Josselyn, introduced herself to the Board of Trustees and
welcomed open communication between the Board of Trustees and the Waterford School Board.

3.2

Fire Department Presentation
Fire Chief Lyman presented the following Life Saving Awards:
Silver Life Saving Award
Deputy Chief Covey, Lt. Jake Helgemo, Firefighter Kyle Cummings, Firefighter Colin Walls, and Trevor
Gignac receive the Silver Live Saving Award for their actions on December 25, 2018, at the house fire on
Rea Street in Waterford. The victim who was rescued was not breathing; in which they performed
advanced life support procedures while enroute to a local hospital. The patient was transferred to a burn
center hospital in serious condition.
Gold Life Saving Award
Lt. Jamie Todd, Tim Green, Don Lyons, Erik Mclean with the Gold Life Saving Award for their actions on
December 25, 2018, at the house fire on Rea Street in Waterford. Upon arrival they entered the home and
found a man unconscious near the fire and quickly rescued him from the fire and handed him over to other
firefighter/paramedics for transport to the hospital.
Deputy Chief Covey presented Jim Christopher
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4.

CONSENT AGENDA
Board Members may remove items from the Consent Agenda for discussion purposes or for the purpose
of voting in opposition. Public comment for items removed from the consent agenda may be received in
the same manner immediately following the Consent Agenda.

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6

January 14, 2019, Meeting Minutes
January 28, 2019, Bill Payment
Receive the Fire Department's December 2018 Report
Receive the Library's October, November and December 2018 Reports
Receive the Police Department's 4th Quarter 2018 Reports
Hess Hathaway Park Advisory Committee - Appointment of John Himmelspach
I respectfully request the Township Board’s approval for the appointment of Waterford Township
resident John Himmelspach to the Hess Hathaway Park Advisory Committee for a three-year term of
February 1, 2019 – February 1, 2022. John’s successful appointment to the committee will succeed
member Greg Ford who recently announced his resignation.
As you know, John served on the Waterford Board of Education for more than 20 years and has
also served as the Board of Education liaison on the Hess-Hathaway Advisory Committee for many years.
His experience, knowledge, insight and contributions to the committee have been valuable, and I’m
confident John will continue to be an asset to the committee, park, and the community in this capacity.
Thank you for your consideration.
Drayton Plains Nature Center Board Re-Appointment - Terri Chapdelaine & Gerard Couture
I respectfully request the Township Board’s approval for the re-appointment of Waterford
Township residents Terri Chapdelaine and Gerard Couture to the Drayton Plains Nature Center Advisory
Board for three-year terms.
The current Nature Center Advisory Board voted to renew both appointments, both Ms.
Chapdelaine and Mr. Couture have agreed to continue service on this Board, and I concur with these
recommendations.
If appointed, Terri Chapdelaine’s term will expire March 9, 2022, and Gerard Couture’s
appointment will expire February 1, 2022.
Thank you for your consideration.
Walk Permit -Waterford Township Friends of the Library

4.7

4.8

Moved by Bartolotta,
Seconded by Frasca, RESOLVED, approve Consent Agenda items 4.1 through 04.8. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

5.

BOARD LIASON REPORTS (VERBAL)
Trustee Bartolotta reviewed the January 23, 2019, cases of the Planning Commission.
Supervisor Wall announced, weather permitting, demolition of the Summit Place Mall is scheduled to
start on April 1, 2019.
Trustee Joliat shared the Drayton Plains Nature Center’s last meeting
Trustee Frasca shared that Himmelspach is being appointed to the Hess-Hathaway Board.

January 28, 2019
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INTRODUCTION
Introduction of Ordinance 2019-001, Clean Smoking, Tobacco, Vapor Products Ordinance
Amendment

The following memo was received from Township Attorney Dovre.
The Ordinance that accompanies this letter is an expanded version of the Ordinance that was
removed from the January 14th Agenda at my suggestion. Underlining has been used to identify
changes to existing Ordinance Sections. New Sections being added are not underlined. The
clean version is what would actually be introduced.
The prior version was focused on making the prohibitions regarding minors and tobacco
applicable to minors and vapor products. What is now presented for possible introduction at your
January 28th meeting still addresses minors and vapor products under some refined and
relocated definitions. However, it also deals with some other issues under the general subject of
smoking that I identified as appropriate for your consideration. By reference to the Section
numbers of the Ordinance, those are summarized below.
11-001(a). Because they have application to more than one Article or Division of Chapter 11, the
4 definitions have been placed here under a numbering format that will facilitate easily adding
future generally applicable definitions under the next number in sequence.
11-341. Adopts the Michigan Clean Indoor Air Act by reference as the Clean Indoor Air
Ordinance. A copy of that Act is provided with this letter.
11-342. Would prohibit the use of Vapor Products in the same places that smoking is prohibited
by the Michigan Clean Indoor Air Act.
11-358. Prohibits use of tobacco products on school property in the same manner and with the
same exceptions as state law, MCL 750.473. Although it could be challenged on preemption
grounds, in my opinion you are not required to include those exceptions.
11-359. Prohibits use of vapor products on school property in the same manner and with the
same exceptions under MCL 750.473 for tobacco products.
Section 4 of Ordinance. The provisions in the current Ordinance Code that allow smoking in
educational facilities in designated areas conflict with the Michigan Clean Indoor Air Act and
would be repealed.
11-383, 11-387 and 11-388 are the Sections where references to vapor products have been
added.
As indicated, these Ordinance Amendments are presented for introduction. That may be as
presented, or with any changes that are identified in the motion to introduce.
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Introduction of Ordinance 2019-001, Clean Smoking, Tobacco, and Vapor Products Ordinance
Amendment Continued.
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-001
SMOKING AND TOBACCO AND VAPOR PRODUCT ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS
An Ordinance to amend the Waterford Charter Township Code to add definitions of nicotine,
tobacco, and vapor products, adopt the Michigan Clean Indoor Air Act by reference, amend the
Code to prohibit use of tobacco and vapor products on school property, repeal the Code
provisions on smoking in educational facilities, prohibit the sale and furnishing to and the
purchase, possession, and use by minors of vapor products, and provide penalties for the added
and amended Code provisions.
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD ORDAINS:
Section 1 of Ordinance
That Section 11-001(a) in Article I, In General, of Chapter 11, Offenses, of the Waterford Charter
Township Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 11-001.

Definitions and violations.

(a) Definitions. In addition to the rules of construction and definitions contained in Section
1-002 and this Chapter, definitions of words and phrases in The Michigan Penal Code,
Public Act No.328 of 1931, as amended, MCL 750.1 - MCL 750.568, and in Chapter 752 of
the Michigan Compiled Laws for Crimes and Offenses, MCL 752.1 et. seq. shall be
deemed to apply when those words and phrases are used but not defined in this Chapter
or Code. When used in this Chapter, the following words and phrases are defined as
follows:
(1) Nicotine Product means tobacco and any other product, substance, or device
containing or used to deliver nicotine for human consumption, whether chewed, absorbed,
dissolved, inhaled, or ingested by any other means.
(2) Tobacco Product means s product that contains tobacco that is intended for human
consumption, including but not limited to cigarettes, noncigarette smoking tobacco such as
cigars or loose tobacco for smoking in a pipe or other device, and smokeless tobacco such
as chewing tobacco, that is consumed by placement in the mouth, inhaling through the
nostrils, or other means.
(3) Use a Tobacco Product means carrying a lighted cigarette, cigar, pipe, or other
smoking device, or smoking, inhaling, chewing, or placement within a person's mouth of a
tobacco product.
(4) Vapor Product means a product or device that employs a heating element, power
source, electronic circuit, or other electric, chemical, or mechanical means, regardless of
shape or size, that when used, produces vapor, fumes, or smoke from a nicotine product or
other substance or solution. Vapor products include an electronic cigarette (E cigarette),
electronic cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or similar product or device and a vapor
cartridge or other container of a nicotine product, or other substance in a solution or other
form that is intended to be used with or in an electronic cigarette (E cigarette), electronic
cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or similar product or device.
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Introduction of Ordinance 2019-001, Clean Smoking, Tobacco, and Vapor Products Ordinance
Amendment Continued.
Section 2 of Ordinance
The Waterford Charter Township Code is hereby amended by adding Sections 11-341 and 11342 in a new Division 3, Indoor Smoking and Use of Vapor Products, in Article VII, Offenses
Against Public Safety, of Chapter 11, Offenses, to read as follows:
ARTICLE VII

OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC SAFETY

Division 3.

Indoor Smoking and Use of Vapor Products.

Sec. 11-341.
(a)

Michigan Clean Indoor Air Act Adoption by Reference; Civil Infraction.
As allowed by MCL 42.23, the Michigan Clean Indoor Air Act, which is Part 126
of the Public Health Code, MCL 333.12601 through MCL 333.12617, as
amended, is adopted by reference as an ordinance of the Township to prohibit
smoking in enclosed indoor areas that are defined as public places in the
Michigan Clean Indoor Air Act.
This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Clean Indoor Air
Ordinance.
Violation of this Clean Indoor Air Ordinance is a civil infraction, punishable as
provided in Section 1-10(b) of this Code, with the fine for a first violation not to
exceed $100.00, and the fine for a second or subsequent violation not to exceed
$500.00.

(b)
(c)

Sec. 11-342.
(a)
(b)

Indoor Use of Vapor Product; Civil Infraction.
No person shall use a vapor product, as defined in Section 11-001, in an
enclosed indoor area that is defined as a public place in the Michigan Clean
Indoor Air Act adopted as the Clean Indoor Air Ordinance in Section 11-341.
Violation of this Section is a civil infraction, punishable as provided in Section 110(b) of this Code, with the fine for a first violation not to exceed $100.00, and
the fine for a second or subsequent violation not to exceed $500.00.
Section 3 of Ordinance

The Waterford Charter Township Code is hereby amended by adding Sections 11-358 and 11359 to Division 1, General-Prohibited Conduct, in Article VIII, Offenses on School Grounds, of
Chapter 11, Offenses, to read as follows:
Sec. 11-358.
(a)
(b)
(c)
Sec. 11-359.
(a)
(b)

Use of Tobacco Products; Misdemeanor.
Except as provided in subsection (b), no person shall use a tobacco product, as
defined in Section 11-001, on school property.
Subsection (a) does not apply to outdoor areas on school property on Saturdays,
Sundays, and other days when there are no regularly scheduled school hours, or
after 6:00 p.m. on days when there are regularly scheduled school hours.
Violation of this Section is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in Section 110(a) of this Code, except that the fine shall not exceed $50.00.
Use of Vapor Product; Civil Infraction.
Except as provided in subsection (b), no person shall use a vapor product, as
defined in Section 11-001, on school property.
Subsection (a) does not apply to outdoor areas on school property on Saturdays,
Sundays, and other days when there are no regularly scheduled school hours, or
after 6:00 p.m. on days when there are regularly scheduled school hours.
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Introduction of Ordinance 2019-001, Clean Smoking, Tobacco, Vapor Products Ordinance Amendment
Continued.
(c)

Violation of this Section is a civil infraction, punishable as provided in Section 110(b) of this Code, with the fine for a first violation not to exceed $50.00, and the
fine for a second or subsequent violation not to exceed $100.00.
Section 4 of Ordinance

The Waterford Charter Township Code is hereby amended to repeal Division 2, Smoking in
Educational Facilities, and Sections 11-371, 11-372, 11-373, and 11-374 in that Division, of
Article VIII, Offenses on School Grounds, in Chapter 11, Offenses, with this repeal based on the
Michigan Clean Indoor Air Act adopted by reference as the Clean Indoor Air Ordinance in Section
1 of this Ordinance as Code Section 11-341.
Section 5 of Ordinance
That Sections 11-383, 11-386, 11-387, and 11-388 in Division 1, Generally, of Article IX, Offenses
Involving Minors, in Chapter 11, Offenses, of the Waterford Charter Township Code are amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 11-383.

Furnishing alcohol, controlled substances, tobacco products or vapor
products to minors; Misdemeanor.
(a)
A person shall not sell, give or furnish alcoholic liquor or beverages or a
controlled substance, as regulated under Act 318 of 1978, the Public Health Code,
to a person under the age of twenty-one (21) years, except in the case of
prescription drugs where the person is licensed to dispense such controlled
substance under a physician's prescription. A violation of this subsection is a
misdemeanor punishable as provided in Section 1- 010(a) if this Code, unless the
charging of the violation is not allowed under Section 701
of the Michigan Liquor
Control Code of 1998, as amended, MCL 436.1701.
(b)
A person shall not sell, give or furnish a tobacco product or vapor product to a
person under the age of eighteen (18) years. This subsection does not apply to the
handling or transportation of a tobacco product or vapor product by a person under
18 years of age under the terms of that minor’s employment. Violation of this
subsection is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $50.00.

Sec. 11-386. Tobacco and Vapor Products -- Definitions.
As used in Sections 11-383, 11-387 and 11-388, vapor product has the meaning defined in
Section 11-001 and tobacco product has the same meaning as defined in the Youth
Tobacco Act, MCL 722.644, as amended, which is a product that contains tobacco
and is intended for human consumption, including but not limited to, cigarettes, noncigarette smoking tobacco, or smokeless tobacco such as chewing tobacco (loose
tobacco or a tobacco which may be inhaled through the nostrils, chewed or placed
against the gums.)
Sec. 11-387.
(a)

Purchase, possession, or use of tobacco products or vapor products by
minor prohibited; Misdemeanor.
Except as provided in this section and in MCL 722.642, as amended, a person
under the age of eighteen (18) years shall not do any of the following:
(1)
Purchase or attempt to purchase a tobacco product or vapor product.
(2)
Possess or attempt to possess a tobacco product or vapor product.
(3)
Use a tobacco product or vapor product in a public place.
(4)
Present or offer to an individual a purported proof of age that is false,
fraudulent, or not actually his or her own proof of age for the purpose of
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Introduction of Ordinance 2019-001, Clean Smoking, Tobacco, Vapor Products Ordinance Amendment
Continued.

(b)

(c)
(d)
of, or
(a).
Sec. 11-388.

purchasing, attempting to purchase, possessing, or attempting to possess a
tobacco product or vapor product.
Subsection (a) does not apply to a minor participating in any of the following:
(1)
An undercover operation in which the minor purchases or receives a
tobacco product or vapor product under the direction of the minor's employer and
with the prior approval of the Township attorney's office as part of an employersponsored internal enforcement action.
(2)
An undercover operation in which the minor purchases or receives a
tobacco product or vapor product under the direction of a Township police officer
as part of an enforcement action.
(3)
Compliance checks in which the minor attempts to purchase tobacco
products or vapor products for the purpose of satisfying federal substance abuse
block grant youth tobacco access requirements, if the compliance checks are
conducted under the direction of a substance abuse coordinating agency as
defined in Section 6103 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.6103,
and with the prior approval of the Township police department.
Subsection (a) does not apply to the handling or transportation of a tobacco
product or vapor product by a minor under the terms of that minor's employment.
This section does not prohibit the individual from being charged with, convicted
sentenced for any other violation of law arising out of the violation of subsection

Purchase, possession, or use of tobacco and vapor products by minor-Penalty and sanctions.
An individual who violates Section 11-387 is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine
of not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for each violation. Pursuant to a probation order,
the court may also require an individual who violates Section 11-387 to participate in a
health promotion and risk reduction assessment program if available. An individual who is
ordered to participate in a health promotion and risk reduction assessment program
under this section is responsible for the costs of participating in the program. In addition,
an individual who violates Section 11-387 is subject to the following:
(a) For the first violation, the court may order the individual to do the following:
(1) Perform not more than sixteen (16) hours of community service in a hospice,
nursing home, or long-term care facility
(2) Participate in a health promotion and risk reduction program, as described in this
subsection.
(b) For a second violation, in addition to participating in a health promotion and risk reduction
program, the court may order the individual to perform not more than thirty-two (32) hours
of community service in a hospice, nursing home, or long-term care facility.
(c) For a third or subsequent violation, in addition to participation in a health promotion and
risk reduction program, the court may order the individual to perform not more than fortyeight (48) hours of community service in a hospice, nursing home, or long-term care facility.
Section 6 of Ordinance

Should any section, subdivision, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance be declared by the
Courts to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part
thereof other than the part as invalidated.
Section 7 of Ordinance
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication.
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Introduction of Ordinance 2019-001, Clean Smoking, Tobacco, Vapor Products Ordinance Amendment
Continued.
CERTIFICATION
I certify that this Ordinance was adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of
Waterford at a regular meeting held on ________________________, 2019.
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD
_____________________
Date

By: _____________________________________
, Township Clerk

Introduced:
Adopted:
Published:
Moved by Birch,
Seconded by Joliat, RESOLVED, to introduce Ordinance 2019-001, Clean Smoking, Tobacco, Vapor Products
and to place on the February 11, 2019, board meeting agenda for possible adoption. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

6.2

Introduction of Clinton River Water Resource Recovery Facility Industrial Pretreatment Program
Discharges Regulation Ordinance No. 2019-002
The following memo was received from Township Attorney Dovre.
Provided with this letter is an Interjurisdictional Agreement that needs to be approved and an
Ordinance that needs to be adopted because the Township's sanitary sewage discharges to the
Clinton-Oakland Sanitary Sewage Disposal System (“COSDS”) and Clinton River Water
Resource Recovery Facility in Pontiac ("Facility") that is part of the COSDS..
The Township’s discharges to the Facility are governed by a 2013 COSDS Inter-Municipal
Contract” between the Township and Oakland County. That Contract provides that the
Township’s discharges to the COSDS must comply with all applicable local, State, and Federal
laws, ordinances, rules, regulations, and orders. The Oakland County Water Resource
Commissioner’s Office (“WRC”) operates the Facility through the Clinton River Water Resource
Recovery Facility Drainage District ("Drainage District").
The 2013 Contract also requires the Township to adopt and enforce an ordinance pertaining to
the use, design, and construction of sewers, and the discharge of commercial and industrial
wastes into sewers, where such sewers are tributary to the Facility. The Township’s ordinance
must be consistent with and at least as stringent as all applicable provisions of the pertinent
ordinance adopted by the City of Pontiac. The provisions of the Pontiac Ordinance that was
adopted in 2017, included Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP) regulations which were required
by the NPDES Permit for the Facility and State and Federal regulations concerning sewerage.
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Introduction of Clinton River Water Resource Recovery Facility Industrial Pretreatment Program
Discharges Regulation Ordinance No. 2019-002 Continued.
The proposed Ordinance prepared by the WRC (with minor edits by me) to govern discharges
into the COSDS, includes the same IPP Regulations adopted by the Pontiac Ordinance. Those
rather lengthy (142 pages) Industrial Pretreatment Program Regulations for Discharges to the
Clinton River Water Resource Recovery Facility, would become part of the Ordinance Code as
Appendix D of Chapter 17 on Water and Sewers as provided in Section 17-311 of the Ordinance.
Michigan Administrative Code, Rule 323.2306 and the NPDES Permit for the Facility require the
Township to delegate the authority to enforce the IPP regulations on discharge of commercial and
industrial wastes into the Township’s sewers to the Drainage District for the Facility. This
delegation is provided for in Section 17-312 of the Ordinance and Interjurisdictional Agreement
prepared and presented by the WRC’s Office.
Approval of the Agreement and adoption of the Ordinance are necessary for the Drainage
District to meet its legal obligations and for the Township to be in compliance with the 2013
COSDS Inter-Municipal Contract. Although I am not convinced that the IPP Regulations needed
to be as lengthy as they are, they were prepared by WRC's attorney (who specializes in this field)
and have already been adopted by Pontiac and most, if not all, of the other COSDS communities
that discharge to the Facility. Based on that and considering that it will be the WRC that
administers and enforces those Regulations, I have not attempted any detailed review of them.
At your meeting on January 28, 2019, my recommendation is that you:
1.

Approve the Interjurisdictional Agreement and authorize the Supervisor to sign it.

2.

Introduce the Ordinance and schedule it for possible adoption on February 11, 2019
STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF OAKLAND
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-002

CLINTON RIVER WATER RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITY INDUSTRIAL PRETREATMENT
PROGRAM DISCHARGES REGULATION ORDINANCE
An Ordinance to adopt Industrial Pretreatment Program Regulations for Discharges to the Clinton
River Water Resource Recovery Facility, including discharge limits and prohibitions, user
pollution controls and permit requirements, and sampling, monitoring and reporting requirements,
to provide for enforcement, penalties, sanctions and relief for violations, and to authorize the
Oakland County Water Resource Commissioner to enforce the Industrial Pretreatment Program
Regulations within the Township.
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD ORDAINS:
Section 1 of Ordinance
The Waterford Charter Township Code is hereby amended by adding Sections 17-311 and 17312 in a new Division 5, Industrial Pretreatment Program Regulations for Discharges to the
Clinton River Water Resource Recovery Facility, in Article IV, Wastewater Disposal Standards
and Regulations, of Chapter 17, Water and Sewers, to read as follows:
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Introduction of Clinton River Water Resource Recovery Facility Industrial Pretreatment Program
Discharges Regulation Ordinance No. 2019-002 Continued.
Division 5.

Industrial Pretreatment Program Regulations for Discharges to the Clinton
River Water Resource Recovery Facility.

Sec. 17-311. – Adoption of Regulations as Appendix D to Chapter 17 of Code.
The Industrial Pretreatment Program Regulations for Discharges to The Clinton River Water
Resource Recovery Facility presented with and considered a part of this Ordinance as Appendix
D, which the township is required to adopt because it discharges wastewater to the Clinton River
Water Resource Recovery Facility, are adopted as an Ordinance of the township, and the
Waterford Charter Township Code is hereby amended to add those regulations as Appendix D of
Chapter 17, as part of Division 5 in Article IV.
Sec. 17-312. - Delegation of Authority.
The Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner, or the “WRC,” is authorized to administer
and enforce the provisions of Appendix D of Chapter 17 of this Code, on behalf of the township.
The township has executed and hereby ratifies the Clinton River Water Resource Recovery
Facility Interjurisdictional Agreement and its delegation agreement with the WRC, which sets forth
the terms and conditions of such delegated authority and allows the WRC to perform the specific
responsibilities of control authority pursuant to state and federal law.
Section 2 of Ordinance
Any prior ordinances or terms of ordinances in direct conflict with the provisions of this ordinance
are hereby repealed.
Section 3 of Ordinance
If one or more sections, provisions, phrases or words of this ordinance are declared to be invalid
by a court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remaining
sections, provisions, phrases and words of this ordinance, which shall continue in full force and
effect, and to this end, this ordinance is declared to be severable.
Section 4 of Ordinance
All proceedings pending and all rights and the liabilities existing, acquired or incurred at the time
this ordinance takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force
when they are commenced.
Section 5 of Ordinance
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication.
CERTIFICATION
I certify that this Ordinance was adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of
Waterford at a regular meeting held on ____________________, 2019.
__________________________
Date

__________________________
Township Clerk
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Introduction of Clinton River Water Resource Recovery Facility Industrial Pretreatment Program
Discharges Regulation Ordinance No. 2019-002 Continued.
Introduced:
Adopted:
Published:
Effective:
Moved by Joliat,
Seconded by Bartolotta, RESOLVED, to introduce Ordinance No. 2019-002, Clinton River Water Resource
Recovery Facility Industrial Pretreatment Program Discharges Regulation Ordinance and for possible for
adoption on the February 11, 2019, board meeting agenda. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

7.
7.1

NEW BUSINESS
Approval of Clinton River Water Resource Recovery Facility Interjurisdictional Agreement
The following memo was received from Township Attorney Dovre.
Provided with this letter is an Interjurisdictional Agreement that needs to be approved and an
Ordinance that needs to be adopted because the Township's sanitary sewage discharges to the
Clinton-Oakland Sanitary Sewage Disposal System (“COSDS”) and Clinton River Water
Resource Recovery Facility in Pontiac ("Facility") that is part of the COSDS..
The Township’s discharges to the Facility are governed by a 2013 COSDS Inter-Municipal
Contract” between the Township and Oakland County. That Contract provides that the
Township’s discharges to the COSDS must comply with all applicable local, State, and Federal
laws, ordinances, rules, regulations, and orders. The Oakland County Water Resource
Commissioner’s Office (“WRC”) operates the Facility through the Clinton River Water Resource
Recovery Facility Drainage District ("Drainage District").
The 2013 Contract also requires the Township to adopt and enforce an ordinance pertaining to
the use, design, and construction of sewers, and the discharge of commercial and industrial
wastes into sewers, where such sewers are tributary to the Facility. The Township’s ordinance
must be consistent with and at least as stringent as all applicable provisions of the pertinent
ordinance adopted by the City of Pontiac. The provisions of the Pontiac Ordinance that was
adopted in 2017, included Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP) regulations which were required
by the NPDES Permit for the Facility and State and Federal regulations concerning sewerage.
The proposed Ordinance prepared by the WRC (with minor edits by me) to govern discharges
into the COSDS, includes the same IPP Regulations adopted by the Pontiac Ordinance. Those
rather lengthy (142 pages) Industrial Pretreatment Program Regulations for Discharges to the
Clinton River Water Resource Recovery Facility, would become part of the Ordinance Code as
Appendix D of Chapter 17 on Water and Sewers as provided in Section 17-311 of the Ordinance.
Michigan Administrative Code, Rule 323.2306 and the NPDES Permit for the Facility require the
Township to delegate the authority to enforce the IPP regulations on discharge of commercial and
industrial wastes into the Township’s sewers to the Drainage District for the Facility. This
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Approval of Clinton River Water Resource Recovery Facility Interjurisdictional Agreement Continued.
delegation is provided for in Section 17-312 of the Ordinance and Interjurisdictional Agreement
prepared and presented by the WRC’s Office.
Approval of the Agreement and adoption of the Ordinance are necessary for the Drainage District
to meet its legal obligations and for the Township to be in compliance with the 2013 COSDS
Inter-Municipal Contract. Although I am not convinced that the IPP Regulations needed to be as
lengthy as they are, they were prepared by WRC's attorney (who specializes in this field) and
have already been adopted by Pontiac and most, if not all, of the other COSDS communities that
discharge to the Facility. Based on that and considering that it will be the WRC that administers
and enforces those Regulations, I have not attempted any detailed review of them.
At your meeting on January 28, 2019, my recommendation is that you:
1.
2.

Approve the Interjurisdictional Agreement and authorize the Supervisor to sign it.
Introduce the Ordinance and schedule it for possible adoption on February 11, 2019

Moved by Joliat
Seconded by Bartolotta; RESOLVED, to a . A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

7.2
Accept the Retirement of Clerk Sue Camilleri
The following memo was received from Clerk Camilleri.
This letter serves as my formal notification of retirement commencing on January 28, 2019.
According to statute, this notice must be provided to the Board in writing. Further, it must be
accepted by action of the Township Board and becomes effective when accepted by the board
unless otherwise indicated.
My intention in providing two months’ notice to you is to give you ample time to seek out
interested and qualified candidates to consider for appointment to the position of Township Clerk.
This appointee will serve the remainder of my unexpired term. This process will allow for a
seamless transfer of duties from me to the newly appointed clerk.
It has been my honor to work with each of the board members these past 6 years and has been
my pleasure to serve the residents of Waterford for the past 22 years in the Building Department
and on the Township Board.
Moved by Birch,
Seconded by Frasca; RESOLVED, to accept the resignation of Clerk Sue Camilleri effective January 28,
2019. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.
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Appointment of Kimberly Markee, Township Clerk
The following memo was received from Supervisor Wall.
On November 28, 2018 Waterford Township Clerk Sue Camilleri announced her intent to retire
effective January 28, 2019. As you know, Sue has served Waterford Township for more than 22
years – first as a staff member in Development Services, then as the Township Clerk after her
election to the position in 2012. Sue’s dedicated service to the community is appreciated and we
wish her well in her retirement.
At this time, I respectfully request the Township Board’s approval to appoint Waterford resident
Kimberly Markee to the Waterford Township Board of Trustees as Waterford Township Clerk to
complete Mrs. Camilleri’ s term through November 20, 2020.
Upon notice of Sue’s intent to retire, we began the process of seeking a qualified candidate to fill
this vacancy. Upon review of the 10 letters of interest I received from qualified candidates, Sue
and I personally met with each individual to discuss the position and learn more about their
background and qualifications. Although each candidate had something unique to offer the
position, Ms. Markee emerged as the front-runner.
Kim earned a Bachelor of Business Administration from University of Michigan, a Masters of
Science in Manufacturing Management from Kettering University/General Motors Institute, and
had a long and successful career as a Senior Financial Analyst achieving promotions and serving
in leadership roles.
The details of Kim’s impressive career demonstrate her ability to thoroughly understand
complicated financial matters. Kim’s analytical, troubleshooting, communication, and innovation
skills are also exceptional and will be a significant asset to serving the Waterford community as
its Clerk. office is responsible for:







Elections
Business Licenses, Permits & Registrations
Township Ordinances
Agendas & Minutes
Accounting
Purchasing

As a full-time employee, duties of the Township Clerk include:
 Acts as custodian for all records, books, and papers of the Township
 Files and retains all certificates of oaths
 Handles record keeping of all accounts receivable/accounts payable and annual audit of
the Township
 Provides notice of all Boards and Commissions meetings
 Publishes agendas and minutes of Township Board meetings
 Administers voter registration and all elections conducted within the Township
The Clerk has an equal voice in legislative and administrative governmental decisions. As are all
members of the Board of Trustees, the Clerk is tasked with investigating and studying important
issues before the board and participating in decisions and deliberations by voting.
With confidence in her knowledge, skills and character, I recommend Kimberly Markee for
appointment to the Township Clerk position on the Waterford Township Board of Trustees. I
believe Kim has the ability and commitment required to effectively serve in this role and in making
informed decisions in the best interest of Waterford as a whole.
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Appointment of Kimberly Markee, Township Clerk Continued.
Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me with any questions.
Moved by Bartolotta,
Seconded by Thomas; RESOLVED, to appoint Waterford resident Kimberly Markee to the Waterford
Township Board of Trustees as Waterford Township Clerk to complete Mrs. Camilleri’s term through
November 20, 2020.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.
Judge Todd Fox swore Ms. Markee in as Township Clerk. The Board offered their congratulations.

8.4

Consideration of Cable Budget Amendment
The following memo was received from Gary Allison, Cable Coordinator.
The Cable Commission respectfully requests that the Township Board of Trustees approve the
transfer of $10,842.00 from the Cable Fund to the Cable Commission’s budget under Capital
Operating Equipment (25090-97131) for the replacement and upgrade of the Township
Auditorium audio system. Additionally, the Cable Commission respectfully, requests that the
Township of Board of Trustees approve the transfer of $21,000.00 from the Cable Fund to the
Cable Commission’s budget under PEG Services (25090-84905) to correct an oversight during
budget hearings.
Moved by Birch,
Seconded by Bartolotta; RESOLVED, to approve the transfer of $10,842.00 from the Cable Fund to the
Cable Commission’s budget under Capital Operating Equipment (25090-97131) for the replacement and
upgrade of the Township Auditorium audio system; furthermore, to approve the transfer of $21,000.00
from the Cable Fund to the Cable Commission’s budget under PEG Services (25090-84905) to correct an
oversight during budget hearings. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.
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Budget Amendment to 2019 Water & Sewer Budget (590) Fund
The following memo was received from Dan Stickel, DPW E
At the December 12, 2018 Township Board Meeting, the Board unanimously approved a water
st
rate increase effective January 1 , 2019. As this rate increase was not accounted for in the
th
original 2019 budget (also approved at the December 12 Board meeting) a line item adjustment
is now required. As outlined in the presentation to the Township Board, these additional funds will
be used toward needed Capital Improvement projects, and for FY2019, will primarily be used to
replace aging, deteriorating water mains and study, and eventually replace, water filter media at
water plants.
The following is a summary of the recommended revenue & expense line item adjustments to
realize the revenue and allocate the resources towards the identified/needed capital improvement
projects:
A.) 59001-64500 Water Sales Revenue
$1,046,637 x 0.75 = $784,977 (estimated) The total revenue is being prorated since the
nd
full rate increase will not reach all ratepayers until the 2 quarter, due to quarterly billing
schedule.
B.) 59045-97000 Water Capital Infrastructure
a. $585,000 – Construction of replacement water mains
b. $58,500 – Construction contingencies
$643,500 Total
C.) 59044-84500 Services Other Professional
a. $58,500 Engineering for Water Main Replacement
b. $50,000 Engineering study for water filter media replacement
$108,500 Total
Recommended Board Action
Approve the budget amendment as outlined to allocate funds from the previously
approved rate increase to the appropriate revenue and expense line items.

Moved by Joliat,
Seconded by Frasca; RESOLVED, to approve the budget amendment funds from the previously
approved rate increasing account number 59001-64500, Water Sales Revenue, in the amount of
$784,977, account number 59045-9700, Water Capital Infrastructure, in the amount of $643,500, and
account number 59044-84500, Services Other Professional, in the amount of $108,500. A roll call vote
was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.
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Hiring of New Operations Assistant at the Fire Department – Wilbur White
The following memo was received from Fire Chief Lyman.
The position of Operations Assistant became vacant on January 1, 2019. This position was
originally created in 2012 during the transition with Pontiac Fire, and it continues to serve the Fire
Department in very positive ways. It creates efficiencies across the board for the department.
This is a contract position, 40 hour per week with no other benefits. Funding for this position is in
our 2019 budget.
The person in this position serves under the direction of the Deputy Chief. They work with each
division active within in the Fire Department. Assists the Training Division, conducting training for
the Fire Training Officer and the EMS Coordinator. Oversees the Hazardous Materials/Firefighter
Right To Know rules tracking 302 and SARA Title III sites. Conducting training and informing our
firefighters what is in our communities that is a serious threat to them in their emergency
responses. Attends various table top exercises including GM Facilities, active shooter, etc.
Again, taking this information back to our firefighters in training scenarios, working to keep our
firefighters safe.
This person assists the Apparatus Division moving vehicles around from our repair facility to a
commercial repair shop, or picking up parts or even picking up a mechanic after dropping off a
vehicle at a station, repair facility etc.
Station supplies, inventory and light maintenance are very important to the everyday work.
Including going to hospitals to pick up Narcan kits, backboards, and other EMS equipment.
Currently, this position handles snow plowing and salting at our four Pontiac Fire Stations. We
are still working to determine if we should continue with this.
Deputy Chief Covey and I have interviewed two people and we would like to recommend for
Township Board approval, Wil White. He retired from Royal Oak Fire Department in 2012 as Fire
Chief. He brings a wealth of knowledge and experience of the fire service that will serve this fire
department and the 131,000 residents that we serve.
We thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.
Moved by Joliat,
Seconded by Thomas; RESOLVED, to approve the hiring of Wilbur White to the position of Operations
Assistant. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

7.7

Request from Fire Department to Re-Mount One Fire Department Rescue/Ambulance
The following memo was received from Fire Chief Lyman.
Waterford Regional Fire Department is requesting Township Board approval on the
Rescue/Ambulance Remount project that is scheduled for 2019. The remount cost of $133,243
will come from account 20630-97136 and was approved in the 2019 budget.
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Request from Fire Department to Re-Mount One Fire Department Rescue/Ambulance Continued.
EV+ in Holland, MI is our Wheeled Coach dealer that we use for our current ambulances and
have for many years. They will take our ambulance box (patient care area) off our current dead
truck and re-mount it on a new chassis. Remounting of ambulances is more common than in the
past, and we believe that we will get an excellent finished product at a tremendous savings to
Township taxpayers. The cost of a new ambulance could range from $190,000 to $200,000.
Details of the remount are attached with this memo.
We believe this a great opportunity for the Fire Department and we thank you for your time and
consideration in this matter
Moved by Bartolotta,
Seconded by Frasca; RESOLVED, to approve the Rescue/Ambulance Remount project in the amount of
$133,243 utilizing funds from line item 20630-97136. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

7.8

Waterford Parks & Recreation's 2019-2020 Contract Award For Background Checks
The following memo was received from Sara Frederick, Parks and Recreation Supervisor.
The Waterford Parks and Recreation Department obtains bi-annual quotes for background
checks that are utilized for volunteer and employee screening. The average annual amount
spent on background checks is $1,918.00. This amount varies based on the number of
volunteers and employees obtained each year.
Quotes for the current two-year period which will run from January 1, 2019-December 31, 2020,
were received from the four (4) companies listed below.





SSCI
National Background Investigation Inc.
Sterling Talent Solutions
Background Investigation Bureau, LLC (BIB)

After reviewing the submitted quotes, I am recommending that the award go to SSCI as the
lowest qualified bid.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Moved by Joliat,
Seconded by Birch; RESOLVED, to award the 2019-2010 contract for background checks to SSCI. A roll
call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.
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Waterford Parks & Recreation's 2019-2020 Contract Award For Portable Restrooms
The following memo was received from Sara Frederick, Parks and Recreation Supervisor.
The Waterford Parks and Recreation Department obtains bi-annual quotes for portable toilets that
are utilized during its programs and activities. The average annual amount spent on portable
toilets is $12,700.00. This amount varies based on the number of activities and rentals held at
our facilities each year.
Quotes for the current two-year period which will run from January 1, 2019-December 31, 2020,
were received from the two (2) companies listed below:



Brendel's Septic Tank Service, L.L.C.
Jay's Septic Service

After reviewing the attached submitted quotes, I am recommending that the award go to
Brendel's Septic Tank Service, L.L.C.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Moved by Bartolotta,
Seconded by Thomas; RESOLVED, to award the 2019-2020 contract for portable restrooms to Brendel’s
Septic Tank Service, LLC. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

7.10 Request for Adoption of Waterford Township Parks and Recreation Plan
The following Resolution was received from Alison Swanson, Parks and Recreation Director.

Resolution to Adopt
Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan
Whereas, the Waterford Township Parks and Recreation Board has undertaken a five-year Parks &
Recreation Plan which describes the physical features, existing recreation facilities, goals,
objectives, and the desired actions to be taken to improve and maintain recreation facilities during
the period between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2023 and,
Whereas, the Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan was completed according to the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Guidelines for the Development of Community Park,
Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans, and,
Whereas, a community input survey was made available to residents from July 2 to August 20,
2018, for the purposes of gathering input from the public, and
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Request for Adoption of Waterford Township Parks and Recreation Plan Continued.
Whereas, the draft plan was made available for review from December 22, 2018, through January
22, 2019, at the Waterford Parks & Recreation Department, 5200 Civic Center Drive, Waterford; the
Waterford Recreation Center, 5640 Williams Lake Road, Waterford; and online at
http://bit.ly/waterfordrec; and
Whereas, a public meeting was held on January 22, 2019, at 6:30 p.m. in the gymnasium at the
Waterford Recreation Center, 5640 Williams Lake Road, Waterford, to provide an opportunity for
citizens to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the Parks & Recreation Plan,
and
Whereas, Waterford Township has developed the Parks & Recreation Plan for the benefit of the
entire community and wishes to use the plan as a document to assist in meeting the recreation
needs of the community, and
Whereas, the Waterford Township Parks and Recreation Board on January 22, 2019,
recommended that the Waterford Township Board of Trustees adopt the Waterford Township Parks
& Recreation Plan.
Now, therefore be it resolved that the Waterford Township Board of Trustees adopts the
Waterford Township Parks & Recreation Plan.
Yeas: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and original copy of a resolution adopted by the
Waterford Township Board of Trustees at a Regular Meeting thereof held on January 28, 2019.

, Clerk
Charter Township of Waterford
Moved by Bartolotta,
Seconded by Thomas; RESOLVED, to approve the Resolution to Adopt the Waterford Township Parks
and Recreation Plan. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.
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7.11 Consider Petition by Frank and Eleonora Vago to Vacate Portion of Cottage Grove Street
The following memo was received from Township Attorney Dovre.
On September 10, 2018, the Township Clerk’s office received the filing fee and documents that were
treated as a request for the Township Board to vacate part of a platted subdivision street. The
documents included December 30, 1992, and September 20, 1995, Road Commission Resolutions
abandoning separately described portions of Cottage Grove Street, and a tax parcel map highlighting the
street between lots 132 and 152 as the only part of the street they are asking to be vacated (the 1995
Road Commission Resolution appears to have abandoned considerably more of Cottage Grove Street.)
Although those documents were reviewed and signed off on by all Township Departments (see attached
provide with this letter), I recommended against placement on your Agenda until a Petition with the
information and documents specified in Section 15-112(b) was filed. That omission was cured with the
January 11, 2019 Petition by Mr. and Mrs. Vago, which is the seconded attachment provided with this
letter.
With the required Petition now on file with the Clerk’s office, it was proper to place it on your Agenda for
the first of two (2) required proceedings before you under Ordinance Section 15-113. At the first
proceeding which is scheduled for your January 28, 2019, meeting (and which you may adjourn for stated
reasons) you are presented with and analyze the Petition and reports and recommendations by the
various Township Departments and provide the Petitioner with the opportunity to be heard. Once that
proceeding is concluded, the Board has two options.
The first option is to deny the Petition by an adopted Resolution that states the reasons for denial that
must be based on something that has been presented by the Petitioner or in the Department reports and
recommendation. If the Petition is not denied, the second option is to tentatively determine that the
Petition may be granted and set a date for a public hearing. Under that option, the Board may require the
Petitioner to submit additional information and documentation by a specified date for consideration at the
public hearing.
The Department reviews being provided with this letter do not identify any objections. Subject to your
independent review and determination, it would appear that the proceeding under the second option and
th
setting a public hearing on the Petition would be appropriate. If you go that route, the February 11 or
th
25 meetings could be chosen.
th

One consideration that might dictate against February 11 is the need under Ordinance Section 15113(d) to mail a notice of the public hearing to the Petitioners, the County Water Resources
Commissioner, and the owners of lots within 300 feet of the any part of the street proposed to be vacated.
While the Ordinance does not specify a deadline for those notices in relation to the hearing date, it would
seem that you would want to pick a hearing date that allowed the notices to go out at least a week ahead
of time.
Moved by Joliat,
Seconded by Birch; RESOLVED, to tentatively determine that the Petition may be granted and set the
public hearing for Monday, February 25, 2019; furthermore to direct the Clerk to prepare and mail the
notice of public hearing as required by Ordinance Section 15-113(d). A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.
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Consider Adoption of Resolution Regarding Notice of Intent and Grants for West Oakland
Transportation Authority
The following memo was received from Township Attorney Dovre.
Provided with this letter is a Resolution for your possible adoption regarding the West Oakland
Transportation Authority (WOTA) that would be created if the ongoing discussions between
Waterford and other municipalities lead to an agreement. Adoption of this Resolution would not
commit the Township Board to approving an agreement it was not comfortable with, or any
agreement at all.
As stated in the last Whereas clause of the Resolution, the reason this is being presented before a
final agreement to create WOTA is ready for your consideration is that even though WOTA has not
yet been created, it is possible to apply for grants for WOTA in anticipation of and subject to WOTA
being created.
I see no legal issues or problems if you adopt the Resolution. Highland Township's Board adopted
a nearly identical Resolution on January 9, 2019.
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION REGARDING NOTICE OF INTENT AND GRANTS FOR
WEST OAKLAND TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
At a regular meeting of the Charter Township of Highland Board of Trustees, held on
January 28, 2019, at 6:00 P.M., the following resolution was offered and supported.
WHEREAS, Township is considering an Interlocal Agreement with other municipalities to
create the West Oakland Transportation Authority ("WOTA") as a separate entity to provide
transportation services to eligible persons, generally described as persons residing in those
communities that are over the age of 55 or disabled and over the age of 18; and,
WHEREAS, based on the progress that has been made on the Interlocal Agreement,
WOTA could be created and operating during the first six (6) months of 2019; and,
WHEREAS, the Interlocal Agreement being considered would authorize WOTA to apply
for and use state, federal, and private grants to fund WOTA's operations, and provides for
participating municipalities to assign or transfer any transportation grant funds in the
municipality's name to WOTA; and,
WHEREAS, although the Township Board has not yet approved an Interlocal Agreement
to create WOTA, it is satisfied that doing so would be an improvement over the transportation
services currently provided to Township residents; and,
WHEREAS, the Township Board has been informed that even though WOTA has not
yet been created, it is possible to apply for grants for WOTA in anticipation of and subject to
WOTA being created.
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Township Board hereby provides notice of its
intent to approve an Interlocal Agreement to create WOTA once it has been finalized and is
ready for consideration.
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that pending and in anticipation of the creation of WOTA,
the Township Supervisor and Parks and Recreation Department Director are authorized to +
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Consider Adoption of Resolution Regarding Notice of Intent and Grants for West Oakland Transportation
Authority Continued.
jointly sign and submit applications for state, federal, and private grants, and other
sources of money to be used toward funding WOTA's operations upon its creation.
CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that this Resolution was adopted by the Township Board of Trustees at a
regular meeting held on January 28, 2019.
______________________
Date

____________________________
Clerk

Moved by Joliat,
Seconded by Birch; RESOLVED, to approve the Resolution regarding Notice of Intent and Grants for
West Oakland Transportation Authority. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

7.13 Public Comments limited to three (3) minutes per topic.
Sally Hart, Oakdale
Welcomed the New Clerk and School Board Member

8.0
8.1

Closed Session
Possible Closed Session to Discuss Confidential, Township Attorney-Client Privileged Opinion Letter
Regarding Proposed MIDC Grant Agreement
Moved by Joliat,
Seconded by Bartolotta, RESOLVED, to enter into closed session to discuss confidential township
Attorney Client Privileged Opinion Letter Regarding Proposed MIDC Grant Agreement and to include
Clerk Kim Markee, Derek Diederich, Barb Miller, and Jen Thom. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.
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Possible Closed Session to Discuss Confidential Township Attorney Client Privileged
Communication Regarding Dispatch Tentative Agreement
Moved by Bartolotta,
Seconded by Thomas, RESOLVED, to enter into closed session to discuss confidential township Attorney
Client Privileged Communication Regarding Dispatch Tentative Agreement and to include Mark Simlar. A
roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

The Board entered into Closed Session at 6:45 p.m. and Supervisor Wall advised that the board will
return to vote.

Moved by Joliat,
Seconded by Frasca; RESOLVED, to return to open session at 7:29 p.m. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri
Motion carried unanimously.

8.3

Approval of MIDC Grant Agreement Item 7.14 New Business Continued
The following memo was received from Township Attorney Dovre.
The Michigan Indigent Defense Commission Act (“Act”) was adopted and took effect back in
2013, and was recently amended by Public Act 214 of 2018, effective December 23, 2018.
Under that Act, a 19 – member Michigan Indigent Defense Commission (“MIDC”) is responsible
for developing uniform minimum standards for Michigan courts to provide indigent criminal
defense services, and to ensure compliance with those standards. The Act provides for State
st
grants to assist in complying with the standards. As the funding unit for the 51 District Court, the
Township is ultimately responsible for compliance with the minimum standards and would be the
recipient of grants as an “Indigent Criminal Defense System”.
With that basic background, provided with this letter is a Grand Agreement presented by MIDC
with the indication that it must be approved by the Township by the end of this month. The Grant
Agreement has the following 3 attachments that are also provided:
A. To Township’s MIDC approved Compliance Plan for the first 4 MIDC standards.
st
B. The Budget for the 51 District Court’s Indigent Defense System for 10/1/2018-9/30/2019
(The State fiscal year) showing a total cost of $274,618, to be funded by a State grant of
$243,495 and Township funding of $31,123. The first 2 pages of this Attachment are a
request by Ms. Thom to reallocate $12,000 between line items.
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C. State travel reimbursement rates.
A separate confidential, attorney-client privileged opinion letter will be provided to you regarding
legal issues and considerations regarding this Grant Agreement, and I suggest a closed session
discussion before you act on the Agreement.
Moved by,
Seconded by , RESOLVED, to approve the proposed Michigan Indigent Defense Commission (MIDC)
Grant Agreement. A roll call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri

Moved by Joliat,
Seconded by Frasca, RESOLVED, to approve the Dispatch Tentative Agreement as presented. A roll
call vote was taken.
Ayes: Wall, Birch, Bartolotta, Frasca, Joliat, and Thomas
Nays: None
Absent: Camilleri

ADJOURNMENT
Moved by Bartolotta;
Seconded by Frasca, RESOLVED, to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Motion carried unanimously.

Sue Camilleri, Clerk

Gary Wall, Supervisor

